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PREFACE. 



The publication of the following Sermons 
requires a few words of apology. 

The writer of them is fully conscious that 
many himdreds of better Sermons, and with 
therefore a more legitimate claim to public 
notice, are preached every Simday, in the 
pulpits of the English Church. He has 
yielded, however, to the request for publicity 
made by many of those who heard the Sermons 
preached, on two grounds; the first, that 
members of his own flock — more especially 
those who are beginning their married life — 
might have a manual, however imperfect, of 
the duties they were imdertaking ; the second, 
that, having long lamented the absence of 
A 2 



IV PREFACE. 

direct pastoral instruction in the Church at 
large on this subject, he might assert for it 
its rightful place in Christian ethics, and 
eventually perhaps procure for it at the hands 
of some more highly gifted brother a treatment 
worthy of its vast importance. 
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SERMON I. 



CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE. 



Ephbsians v. 31, 32. 

^ For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and 
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 
This is a great mystery : but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church." 

Once more, my brethren, the call of the Lent 
season has fallen on our ears. Once more we 
have been invited, amidst holy exercises and, 
as far as may be, retirement from the world, to 
"consider our ways," to take notice of our 
onward or backward course in the past year ; 
and as we rise from the review, to fall low on 
our knees, and humble ourselves before God 
for our many sins. God in his infinite mercy 
grant that our " backslidings may be healed," 
and his work be revived among us ! 
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In the Lent before last I brought before you 
as a special subject for self-inquiry your 
observance of the Lord's day — that perpetual 
well-spring of blessings in the Christian life. 
Last Lent we fixed our thoughts on the temp- 
tation of our Lord ; the temptation, or trial, 
the shadow of which, in some shape, is hourly 
passing over ourselves. This year I would lead 
you to the chief scene of that trial — home — the 
family life, 

I shall not waste many words in proving to 
you that it is the chief scene. 

Abroad, among strangers, acted upon there 
by a variety of motives, self-interest or self- 
love, the customs of society, the fear of men's 
censure or the love of men's praise^ we may 
put on a character very foreign to our true 
one. In the privacy of home, with no eye that 
we care for but the eye of God to see us, the 
true man of the heart unfolds and forms itself 
day by day. There amidst the daily duties of life, 
as husbands or wives, as children or parents, 
as masters or servants, the daily provocations 
arise — ^provocations we call them, trials in truth 
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they are. There by our bearing under these 
we show what is in our hearts : loving words 
are spoken^ unselfish habits are formed^ the 
holy feelings of trust, submission, and content- 
ment are gaining strength; or, on the other 
hand, selfishness reigns imchecked, pride, evil 
tempers, strife, are pouring their bitter 
waters over our life. There, amidst little 
things, beneath the hot breath of Satan's power 
the character is hardening into its final 
apostasy, or there, softened by the refreshing 
dews of the Spirit of God, taking the mould of 
the new man, the Lord Jesus Christ. Yes, my 
brethren, it seemed a little thing, how very 
very Kttle, that angry word spoken this morn- 
ing to wife or husband, that hard thought 
indulged of servant or master, that day begun 
without prayer in the family, it maybe without 
even a prayer at the bedside. So did it seem a 
little thing when, last Sunday as we came to 
this house of God, a few flakes of snow mingled 
themselves with the rain, which had begun to 
fall. But the snow-flakes repeated themselves 
and increased in number, and in an hour or 
b2 
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two afterwards, as we left the church, the 
whole face of the country was changed, it was 
clad in its winter's livery of white. How many 
of us, now on our brief, decisive trial before 
God, will find ourselves in the great day 
clothed in the white raiments, the righteousness 
of the saints, or still in the spotted garments 
of the flesh ; and on looking back to the past 
will see it written over with this record only — 
that we rose or fell by little and little, amidst 
the daily duties and trials of the family life. 

I. We begin then to-day with that which 
is the gathering point of the family. Christian 
Marriage, 

There are many theories of marriage; 
theories brought perhaps into imwonted pro- 
minence at the present time by the passing 
events of the day. 

There is the theory of the old Greek and 
Eoman commonwealths ; that which regards it 
9S a civil contract only, to be confirmed by the 
state, and therefore by the power of the state 
to be anniJled. There is the theory of the 
Polygamist, which professes to find its support 



CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE. 6 

in the Old Testament, wliich, as in Mahomedan 
or Heathen lands, admits to its fullest extent a 
plurality of wives. The Christian theory, the 
Christian doctrine let us rather call it, ignores 
the existence of neither of these. It admits 
that the state, so deeply interested in the 
welfare of society, may take every security 
for the fulfilment of the marriage vow, though 
not, as we shall see, that it can annul it. It 
allows that when man had fallen to his point 
of lowest moral degradation, " for the hardness 
of man's heart," and as a Father who had 
gradually to bring his children to conform to a 
higher law, God suffered that which yet He 
could never really approve. Yet even then for the 
most part the one additional wife, as in Hagar's 
case, brought sorrow in her train, the greater 
number, as in Solomon's, brought apostasy. 

But it takes a far deeper view of human 
nature, and hunjan necessities than this. It 
deals with man as the citizen of a higher 
kingdom, as in process of a great spiritual 
restoration. It goes to " the beginning,'' when 
Gtxi made man in his own image; it marks 
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the purpose of the original institution there : 
it takes us on to the birthday of the new 
creation, when the Son of God for ever linked 
our fallen nature to his Divine one ; it shows 
us there new purposes unfolding themselves, 
nay rather the old purposes, only the more 
fully revealed ; and it bids us observe that as 
our earthly happiness then, so our spiritual life 
now, strikes its deepest roots, and draws up its 
richest nourishments, amidst the sanctities of 
the Christian married life. 

It is then, you will at once see, of the utmost 
consequence that God's purpose in the insti- 
tution of Marriage should be distinctly under- 
stood. The world, as we all know, is full of 
unhappy marriages. Human beings are brought 
together, seemingly under the influence of the 
holiest, purest aflfection that our nature is capable 
of ; in a few short years, sometimes months, 
they have exchanged it for ill-concealed aver- 
sion and contempt. Too often we spend our 
earliest years in building up visions of domestic 
happiness, only to pass our later ones in rudely 
demolishing them with our own hands. 
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And the cause of all this — can it be for a 
moment mistaken P Is it not that which lies 
at the bottom of all the imhappiness of men — 
ignorance or violation of the laws of GodP 
He has framed his laws for the natural world 
around us ; He has arranged them, be assured, 
with equal care for the moral world within us. 
Break the laws by which the seed germinates, 
or the body is preserved in health, there is no- 
thing but rottenness for the one, sickness with 
all its attendant sorrows for the other. Sreak 
the laws which He has provided for the married 
life, you reap the fruit in married unhappiness. 
Ascertain, keep his laws, and sooner will the 
sun cease to give out warmth, or the earth in 
its circuit roimd it to bring forth the seasons, 
grass for the cattle, and herbs for the use of 
man, than the blessings of God's ordinance 
will fail to be fulfilled. 

The purposes of God in Marriage — it is for 
these then we look. And we go first " to the 
beginning." " From the beginning it was not 
so," said our Lord, when explaining the laxity 
of the Levitical law. " Have ye not' read, that 
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he wluch made them at the beginning made 
them male and female, and said, For this cause 
shall a man leave father and mother, and shall 
cleave to his wife : and they twain shall be one 
flesh? Wherefore they are no more twain, 
but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder*/* "He 
made them male and female :" the man first, 
and saw that his work was " very good." But 
there was one want: "it was not good,*' He 
said, " that the man should be alone ; I will 
make him an help meet for him ;*' and out of 
man He made woman, henceforth " bone of his 
bone, and flesh of his flesh.'* 

"An help meet for him," for "it was not 
good that man should be alone.** To every view, 
then, of the single life, which would exalt it 
above the married one, which would speak of 
this as a hindrance to the life of God, that as 
an assistance to it, we oppose the unchangeable 
law of God. He made man, and made him 
for mutual companionship ; with affections that 
were to grow by exercise; with powers that 

1 Matt. xix. 4—6. 
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were to be braced by trial. Exceptions, in- 
deed, there might be ; present necessities, as in 
the infant Church, when it might be " good not 
to marry;" special gifts and special callings, 
where, in a single life, with none of the distrac- 
tions attendant upon a married one, God's work 
might be done with the undivided devotion of 
the whole heart. These there may be still. 
Happy they who being single, know how, in 
this way, to marry themselves to the Lord. 
But for all forced celibacies, all advocacy of 
these, as of a higher, purer Ufe, whether among 
the sects of old — ^the Essenes of the Jewish, and 
the early heretics of the Christian Church, or 
among the monastic orders of later days, we 
urge the law of man's being as the true law of 
his safety. We do not, dare not, deny the piety 
that may be found in the Christian cloister; 
none but self-blinding bigotry could do so ; but 
we claim for the piety of the Christian family 
a broader, healthier character. The one con* 
fined within narrow limits is, for the most part, 
of stunted growth and feeble development ; the 
other with full room to grow, played upon by 
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the free air of heaven, and strengthened by its 
storms, approaches far more nearly to the tj^pe 
which is set before us in God's Word — the 
character of the Lord Jesus. It is true of the 
conjugal as of every other relation, 

** We need not bid for cloister'd cell, 
Our neighbour and our work farewell ; 
The common round, the daily task 
Would furnish all we ought to ask — 
Room to deny ourselves, a road 
To bring us daily nearer Grod." 

They twain^ then, shall be one flesh. I 
pause for a moment on the word twain or 
" two," as it is in our text, pause only to show 
that in the beginning polygamy found no place 
in the Divine mind. 

Would to God it were unnecessary to point 
this out to a Christian congregation. But 
while a heresy, more deadly perhaps than any 
which has infested the Christian Church, is 
even now ravaging the flock of Christ, while 
Mormonism is gathering its deluded converts 
from the towns and villages of Christian Eng- 
land, we dare not pass it over as a matter be- 
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yond the reach of question. We pray, my 
brethren, my poorer brethren especially, for to 
no other than you does it dare address itself, 
that that deadly delusion may never cross your 
path. But if it should, remember always that 
it is a leading feature in the system, that the 
husband should have more wives than one, and 
that God's ordinance is, they twain shall be one 



One fleshy then ; made one by God. " What 
God hath joined together, man may not put 
asunder.'* No licence here, you will see, for 
man-pronounced divorce; no toning down of 
Divine laws to meet the ever-rising rebellion of 
human infirmities. There are unequal mar- 
riages, as they are sometimes called; proud 
spirits, which gall and chafe each other ; angry 
tempers, which are provoked by mutual colli- 
sion. In divers times and countries there have 
been human laws framed to meet these. In one 
country, Iceland, says a recent traveller *, ap- 
plication may be made for divorce by those 

> See Lord Dufferin's *< Letters from High Latitudes.'' 
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who are wearied of their married life ; if they 
renew the application at the end of three years, 
it is at once granted. It is so, we know, in 
other countries of continental Europe. Wher- 
ever it is the case, there, be assured, the first 
step is taken towards the dissolution of morals, 
and the disruption of social life. It is not so 
in God's law. 

One divorce, indeed, there is — that which 
man or wife make for themselves, when those 
who are one flesh together become by their own 
act " one flesh '* with another '* The marriage 
is dissolved, then, in fact ; it seems to us (we 
think we see the law of God to be clear on the 
point) it matters not how soon it is dissolved in 
form. But for all other assumed power — the 
dispensing power of Popes, or the annulling 
power of the State — the law of God is plain, 
" What God hath joined together, let not man 
put asunder." 

Marriage, then, is for life. In the warp and 
woof of life, its sunshine and shadow, its sorrows 

» 1 Cor. vi. 16. 
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and joys, for better for worse, for richer or 
poorer, in sickness or in health, the "two" 
henceforward must bear their part. 

We turn to our text again. 

" This 18 a great mystery : I speak concerning 
Christ and his Church,*^ The Son of God has 
loved his creature man with an eternal holy 
love ; the love of man and wife consecrated by 
God in marriage is to be the reflexion of this 
love. He has taken up our fallen nature into 
His own, \mited us so closely to Himself, that if 
we are His, we are " members of his body, of 
his flesh, and of his bones ;" He has knit us to- 
gether in one, — one family, the Church, " which 
is his body, the fulness of him that fiUeth all 
in all ;" He has loved that Church with a pure, 
undying, self-sacrificing love; He has "given 
himself for it, that he might sanctify it with 
the washing of water through the word, that 
he might present it to himself a glorious Church 
not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing ;" 
all this is to find its counterpart in the earthly 
union of man and wife. Straightway, then. 
Christian marriage acquires a new meaning, is 



14 CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE. 

invested with a new dignity. Before, husband 
and wife were sharers of an earthly lot, now 
they are to be strivers together for a heavenly 
one, " as heirs together," St. Peter says, " of the 
grace of life*.'' Before, so far as was re- 
vealed, the husband was to bear the burden 
of life, and to support the wife with the strong 
arm of labour ; now he is to see in her an im- 
mortal being confided to him by his Lord, to 
train her for Him, to present her before Him 
" holy and without blemish." The wife was to 
be her husband's helper in the journey of life ; 
now she is to be his spiritual friend, by gentle, 
willing obedience, helping him on in his pro- 
gress to an eternal home. Marriage was a con- 
solation before; now it is a mystery. Home 
was to be the haven of all earthly joys ; now it 
is to be the miniature resemblance of the un- 
seen kingdom of God ; in all its relationships 
shadowing forth the heavenly mystery, and in 
all its duties giving scope for obedience to the 
heavenly laws, tUl it has served its appointed 

* 1 Pet. iU. 7. 



CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE. 15 

purpose, and sent its members to the higher 
family, to enter there into new relationships, to 
unite there in ministrations of angelic nsefol- 
ness and love. Oh dignity, surely, here, beyond 
all power of thought I Oh encouragement, 
here, to investigate closely these family rela- 
tionships and satisfy ourselves fiilly of their 
laws, lest haply we miss the Divine purposes, 
and with them the Divine blessings ! You may 
take a far lower view of marriage than this, 
one which is bounded by the narrow horizon of 
this world's enjoyment. No wonder, then, 
that as age advances the enjoyments diminish, 
and the yoke of marriage becomes a burden. 
You may take the true Christian view, and 
with increasing years the circle of mutual in- 
terests will enlarge. One flesh, and because they 
are "joined to the Lord,'* " one spirit,'' husband 
and wife find in their common hope which is ever 
widening in extent, and becoming clearer in 
its nature, in their common love which is 
cemented in their common Lord, bonds of affec- 
tion which far more than replace the ardour 
and attractions of youthftd love. 
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A few words of exhortation, and I will con- 
clude. My younger brethren of either sex, 
you are looking forward to this holy state, and 
rightly so, as that in which all the true happi- 
ness of life is to be found. As yet the future lies 
before you. In this, as in every matter, you 
have a choice to make ; in that choice lies your 
responsibility. Remember, then, that you will 
hear of marriage, in the common parlance of 
the world, described as a far different thing to 
this : you will hear of this as a " good match,*' 
of that as a bad one. Examine the phrase, it 
will be found to mean that a higher connexion 
has been formed, or a better house, or jfiner 
clothes, or a life of idleness, has been obtained 
by the alliance which is being formed. And 
for these you will find that other considera- 
tions are overlooked ; that the future husband 
may have been dissipated, the boon companion 
of drunkards, the trifler with female affections, 
or the destroyer of female peace ; and the futures 
wife is deceiving herself with the miserable 
delusion that she can reclaim him ; or the wife 
is some vain, aimless, heartless creature in 
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whom the husband is to find a companion for 
life. For life, remember, it is for Itfe. You 
think well before you choose a Mend to be 
your sole companion in the toup of a few weeks, 
or the residence of a few months; at least 
bestow equal care on the question which affects 
your life. And if you believe that happiness is 
secured by outward things, that the luxurious 
carriage wUl be a balm for the aching heart it 
bears within, or that the crowds of society wUl 
make amends for the lost companionship of the 
one ; if you think that viands, however delicate, 
will bring contentment, or furniture, however 
costly, will ensure ease, where strife has enthroned 
herself amidst the soft cushions, and taken her 
place with you at the board, — then marry as the 
world marries. If you believe it not, if with 
the wise man you can see that "better is a 
dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox 
and hatred therewith," marry as to the Lord. 
*' A prudent wife," — by parity of reasoning, a 
prudent husband, — ^he says again " is from the 
Lord." Therefore, let this matter enter before- 
hand into your prayers. It is a blessing, be 
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assured, bestowed on those who keep God's laws 
in early life, withheld from those that break 
them. Keep guard over youi? affections. 
Bestow them only where previous character 
justifies it, where there is, at least, the evident 
wish to serve the Lord. And, if I may speak 
to you, my brethren, fathers and mothers of 
families, without trenching on the sacred pre- 
rogative of parents, to judge for their children 
in these matters, do not seek for too much of 
this world's good in the commencement of 
married life. It is well, be assured, that some 
difficulties should have to be encountered in 
early life, that greater exertions and with them, 
it will often be, greater powers, under the 
pressure of those difficulties, should be called 
forth. A good name abroad and at home, a 
meek and quiet spirit, this is the best dowry a 
maiden can bring ; industry, honesty, and the 
fear of God, this the best security a man can 
offer: with a reasonable prospect of present 
provision leave the distant and imknown future 
to God. "The lot is cast into the lap, the 
whole disposing of it is with the Lord." Riches 
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we may safely seek for a child, but only of one 
kind, "The bleissing of the Lord maketh rich, 
and he addeth no sorrow therewith." 
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Ephbsiaxs ▼. SS^Si. 

*' WiW) ■umbH joaisciTQi unto jw own . 

the Lord. For tlie hasUnd is the he^ of die wife, even 
u Christ u the heed of the dk«rdi : and he is the Sanoor of 
the body. TVrefore as the dk«rdi is s«hiect mnto Christ, 
so let the wires be to thair own hosbaads ia every thii^." 

We enter to-day upon the details of the sab- 
ject, of which a general Tiew was taken last 
Sunday, the duties and trials of the married 
life. Our diyision of it, this mornings is ITte 
Christian 9n/e. 

Before we beg;in it, I would make one re- 
maric I am aware how full of saddening 
thoughts that subject must be to some; with 
how careful and tender a hand, therefore, it 
must be touched. There will be those .among 
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youy indeed, whose interest in it is for the most 
part a prospective one ; who, conscious of but 
one wish, to do their duty as wives, will see 
nothing to shrink from, which the law of Christ, 
as we shall see, will lay upon them. There 
will be those again who, in their own married 
lives, have anticipated all that can be said; 
and will have reaped the fruit in the unutter- 
able rest and peace of those lives. But there 
will, there must, be others who have missed 
the peace ; who, from whatever cause, have not 
found in married life the happiness they had 
expected ; and whose wounds could ill bear the 
probing of a rough hand, even though that 
hand be the hand of the preacher. 

With such as these before me, I could gladly 
have avoided the subject. But I dare not 
doubt that however deep the wounds they may 
still be healed. I see in the directions of 
Christ the true law, which once perceived and 
acted upon, would bring every jarring element 
of domestic discord into order ; and I can only 
pray, therefore, that in unfolding this law I 
may be enabled to speak in the spirit of Him, 
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who firom his own bigh place of power is 
still, we know, ^'touched with the feeling of 
our infirmitiefi." One and bat one aasamption 
I most be permitted to make — that thoee who 
hear me are at least anxious to frame their lives 
according to the will of Christ, their Lawgiyer 
and their King. 

Each domestic rdation then, we shall find, 
has its own particular law assigned to it in the 
New Testament. The law of the Christian 
wife is obedience. Let ns turn at once to our 
text. Now two things, as prefatory to the sub- 
ject itself, will at once strike you here. 

First, that the Apostle sets forth a principle, 
he does not lay down a code of rules. It is 
otherwise in the Old Testament. Solomon, in 
his description of "the virtuous woman" (in 
the last chapter of the book of Proverbs), de- 
scribes her excellencies with the minutest de- 
tail. The historian of the book of Genesis 
had already supplied originals for the portrait 
in the lives of Sarah and Rebecca. But the 
Apostle of Christ goes straight to the inner 
life. There was a hidden principle which had 
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moulded such Kves, and iinfolded such excel- 
lenciesy which would continue to mould and 
unfold them to the end of time. It was the 
province of the Gospel to bring this to light. 
Not a word is said of industry in the wife, of 
her prudence, her orderly management of her 
household; not a word of the "praise*' that 
comes from her husband, or "the blessings" 
from her children. All these would grow out 
of the other in their due order. He simply 
lays the foundation from which the life of the 
Christian wife is to spring. Wives, submit 
yourselves to your own hmbands, as unto the 
Lord. 

The other point is, that the wife is the first 
mentioned. The common link which holds to- 
gether all these relations in the family, is the 
link of subordination. " Submitting yourselves 
one to another in the fear of God." Therefore, 
in every case, the member bound to obedience 
is first mentioned, "wives," "children," "ser- 
vants ;" then he turns to the other side, " hus- 
bands," " parents," " masters." A mere acci- 
dental arrangement it may have seemed to 
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you. It is in reaKty, I beKeve, the expression 
of a great truth, that the duty of the subject 
member is prior to that of the ruling one ; that 
amidst the trials, often the heavy, bitter trials 
that the wife may have to endure, she may 
never evade the law of God," and with it the 
true law of her own eventual safety and peace, 
by the plea that the law of the husband had 
been broken to her. He may be unloving and 
arbitrary, yet antecedently to every thought of 
what he is, the law of the Lord to the wife is, 
Submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as 
unto the Lord, 

Submission ! Obedience ! It is impossible to 
name them without calling up the feeling of 
resistance in the mind. It would not be human 
nature if it were not so. For six thousand 
years that nature has flowed on in one con- 
tinued stream of resistance to the will of ano- 
ther, in the blind assertion of its own will. It 
would be strange indeed if the thought of sub- 
mission to a fellow-creature did not carry with 
it the idea of degradation. For no small part 
of that time woman has yielded a forced sub- 
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mission to the will of man; she has become 
his drudge in heathen countries ; the slave of 
his passions in Mahomedan ones. It is a chief 
glory of the Gospel of Christ that it has eman- 
cipated her from this, and advanced her to a 
position of equal dignity with him. No wonder 
that this should have been sometimes mistaken 
for the accordance of equal rights, no wonder 
that in our own time, and in the country where 
most of all the great gospel principle of subjec- 
tion to authority has been lost sight of, this 
theory of equal rights should have been pushed 
to its extreme, and the notion of subjection on 
the part of the wife treated as a degrading one. 
It would be enough to bring this theory to 
the test of human reason. Put it into its sim- 
plest form, that there are to be two independent 
wills in one house, it would be enough to try 
it by the rules of the commonest analogies. 
Two sovereigns in one kingdom ! Two generals 
(on equal footing) in one army ! Two masters 
in one school ! Who does not see the confiision, 
the strife, the weakness which must ensue? 
What possibility of united action in any work. 
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where the principle of subordination is set at 
nought? But bring it to the surer test of 
God's Word. Not only is it silenced at once 
and for ever by the simple law, Wives, submit 
yourselves to your oum husbands, but every shade 
of degradation is removed, the habit of submis- 
sion raised to a dignity before unthought of, by 
the footing upon which the law is placed. 

For look attentively at the words, " Wives, 
submit yourselves unto your oum husbands, as unto 
the Lord ;" for conscience sake towards Him. 
It is not to a fellow-creature that you are 
bidden to submit your will ; it is to the Lord 
Christ in that fellow-creature. The golden 
thread of authority, which runs through 
every relation of the family and social life, 
is still the same; "The powers that be are 
ordained of God." Your trial is, Can you 
by faith see Him in them all, and for his sake 
obey? 

II. But, further. For the husband is the head 
of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church : and he is the Saviour of the body. There- 
fore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the 
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mvea be to t/ieir own husbands in every thing, 
Christ, the Head of the Church, unseen as yet, 
loving, gentle in his rule ; his will animating, 
pervading the Church, guiding, controlling, 
teaching it, purifying it to Himself that He may 
be the Saviour of that vast body : the Church, 
searching for his will, submitting to it, just so 
far as it does submit, putting on its '^ glorious 
apparel,'* going forth in unity and strength 
and beauty, in the brightness of his reflected 
light, to do the work for which He has es- 
poused it to Himself. So with the husband. 
His will the law of the house ; if he be a Chris- 
tian husband, exercised, we shall hereafter see, 
in the loving, gentle spirit of Christ ; the wife 
" in every thing " submitting to that wiU : lest 
collisions should arise, in every thing; allow- 
ing no exceptions save the one which may arise 
— the collision of his will with the will of 
God. Then even she has no choice : she must 
obey God rather than man. But for the rest, 
shaping her mind to his ; the wills which might 
have forced for themselves separate channels, 
thus happily meeting and blending into one. 
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So, perhaps, you may have sometimes seen 
two mountain streams for a while pursuing 
their independent though parallel courses, and 
then, hindered by every trifling obstacle, by 
bouldered stones and jutting rocks, lashing 
themselves into fury against them, marking 
their course by foam and noise, till at length 
the weaker has imited its stream with the 
stronger, and they have then flowed on toge- 
ther overpowering all obstacles in silent and 
increasing strength towards the sea. 

The husband's will then giving law to the 
house, yet always recognizing the house as 
the proper sphere of the wife's rule ; his will, 
therefore, for the most part imseen there — his 
authority, as far as may be, kept in the back- 
ground ; she accepting that sphere as the true 
scene of the mission confided to her by God, 
ruling her servants, ruling her children, yet 
content to rule with the reflected authority re- 
ceived from him. So too have we all of us 
seen the greater light, the sun, appelated by 
God to rule the day, sink beneath the western 
horizon, and the lesser light, the moon, ap- 
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pointed to rule the night, rise in her beauty 
upon the peaceful scene. The light has been a 
reflected light, shared by her and by the more 
remote planets which were studding the sky. 
But it has been sufficient to give light to the 
world in that its hour of quiet and repose. 
Such should, such may be, the repose of a well- 
ordered home. Husband and wife, my bre- 
thren, have their mutual offices confided to 
them by God; they are never so well dis- 
charged, the true dignity of womanhood is 
never so truly reached, as when she rules in the 
house, but rules in every thing through the 
authority received from him. Submission, 
then, is the law of Christ to the Christian 
wife, 

III, But how to submit! The ever-rising 
cry of human infirmity here meets us : and the 
Gospel at once calls to its aid two other prin- 
ciples, each of vital consequence to the Chris- 
tian wife. The first is brought out by the 
Apostle Paul, a few verses after our text, " Let 
the wife see that she reverence her husband." 
He does not, you will observe, say love. 
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Love is reserved as the great law of the hus- 
band. And why not " love/* you will say, to 
the wife as well ? The young wife, especially, 
conscious of the strength of her love, believing 
that nothing is hard to her while that feeling 
endures, may well ask, Why should "rever- 
ence " be named as the best handmaid to sub- 
jection P But look forward a little. Is it not 
certain that amidst the many counterfeits of 
love to be found in married life, amidst the 
shocks and trials to which even true affection 
must be exposed in the world, the one love 
which endures is that which is founded on 
respect P Is it not evident that the feebler 
nature of the woman needs a stronger nature 
for its support, one which it can gather round, 
as beneath Italian skies the vine may be seen 
gathering roimd the elmP And is it not the 
true answer to the question therefore, that he 
names "reverence*' as the strong foundation 
for enduring loveP But what possibility of 
reverence, you will say again, where the object 
is unworthy of it P Reverence is the homage 
paid by the inferior to the superior nature, 



THE CHRISTIAN WIFE. 31 

how pay it where in the husband there is no- 
thing to which you can look up P 

Ah ! my brethren, it were well, perhaps, if 
that were thought of before the indissoluble 
bond is formed. If it were remembered that 
for the wife to link herself to one her inferior 
in intellect, or, far worse, to one whose moral 
character she must despise, is to invert the 
order of God, and bind herself by a law of obe- 
dience where hearty obedience can be never 
given. It is impossible to say what the effect 
on society might be, if woman, who in this, as 
in so many other matters, holds its destinies in 
her hand, would remember that submission is 
hard without reverence, and reverence most 
hard without respect. 

But we have to deal with things as they axe. 
Suppose then the most extreme case — that the 
husband is one as inferior in intellect as de- 
graded in all moral qualities. Yet there is one 
thing to reverence — the husband, " the head of 
the woman,'' — ^the ordinance of God. StiU there 
is one thing to do, to take up the cross which 
she fashioned for herself, and bear it in trusting 
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patience after Christ. How much rather then 
in the innumerable cases which fall short of 
such extremes. Seldom is it in the wreck of 
our fallen humanity that something good, 
something noble, does not stand out from 
the surrounding ruins for the ivy of a wife's 
affection to cling to, and clothe with honour. 
And the Christian wife will seize on this, and 
make it her own. She will close her eyes to 
the evil in her husband ; she will resist all dis- 
paraging thoughts of him, whenever they pre- 
sent themselves, as a temptation from beneath ; 
she will look resolutely on the good, till it fills 
her field of view. There is a loyalty — we have 
most of us read of it in history — ^which refuses 
to admit even the personal faults of rulers, 
however glaring they may have been. It 
might be pronounced antiquated now, it was 
the expression nevertheless of a good and holy 
feeling, the reverence which had habitually 
closed its eyes to failings in the ruler of God's 
people. There is a loyalty of married love, 
God be thanked, not antiquated ; we have all of 
us, at some time or other, met with it, which 
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has refused to see the husband's vices, though 
ever so plain and palpable to the world. There 
was no pretence of blindness there ; that wife 
was a true believer, but her faith in her hus- 
band had grown up amidst daily obedience, 
conscious or unconscious, to the Apostolic pre- 
cept, " Let the wife see that she reverence her 
husband." Submission was no hardship to her. 
IV. But another aid is offered by another 
Apostle, in a principle of still deeper seat, 
meekness. For listen to St. Peter's words, in 
the third chapter of his first Epistle. " Like- 
wise, ye wives, be in subjection to your own hus- 
bands ; that if any obey not the word, they also 
may without the word be won by the conversa- 
tion of the wives ; while they behold your chaste 
conversation coupled with fear. Whose adorn- 
ing," lest it should be thought that personal 
attractions could win them, " let it not be that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel ; 
but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in 
that which is not corruptible, even the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
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sight of God of great price. For after this 
maimer in the old time the holy women also, 
who trusted in God, adorned themselYes, being 
in subjection imto their own husbands : even as 
Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: 
whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well, 
and are not afraid with any amazement." 

Meekness then, quietness of spirit : so con- 
temptible to the world, so precious in the sight 
of God, so difficult of attainment to the natural 
man, so surely produced by the Spirit — "the 
fruit of the Spirit is gentleness, meekness:'' 
meekness, the very life-blood of subjection, but 
recommended here with the additional motiye, 
that by it the husband "may be won." 

And won — from what ? from his heathenism 
then ; from his irreligion and vice, frt>ni his evil 
companions and destructive habits, frt>ni all that 
the wife suffers from, and all that the wife fears 
now. Yes, my brethren, we spoke of the wife's 
mission, to rule her husband's house ; it is her 
better, nobler mission still, if he neglects his 
duty, to be the angel in that house to purify it. 
More open to the impressions of religion than 
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he, always more ardent in her pursuit of it, 
last at the cross, first at the tomb, to her it is 
given, when he has failed to appreciate his 
calling, to lead the way, to " win him " back 
to the fold of Christ. And win him then — 
how ? By assumptions of superiority, of supe- 
rior knowledge in holy things, or superior 
practice P By the harsh frown, or the ill-con- 
cealed taunt P By the lecturing which so ill 
becomes her, or the "teaching" which the 
Apostle says he does not permit her? Or 
worst of all, by neglecting to "guide the 
house?" By being no longer a "keeper at 
home," but herself "wandering about from 
house to house, a tattler, a busybody, speaking 
things which she ought not?" Let those, if 
any there be who have tried it, say how signal 
the fidlure has been ; how surely the husband 
has resented the unnatural dictation, and in- 
trenched himself more firmly in the stronghold 
of his own will. But no, my brethren, not so. 
There is a more excellent way, by the attrac- 
tions of the meek and quiet spirit. Let this be 
cultivated, where alone it can be, in the school 
D 2 
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of Christ; copied from his example, sought 
from his Holy Spirit in earnest daily prayer. 
Let the field of its exercise be the daily life of 
home. There let the husband feel there is smi- 
shine always awaiting him, the spirit which is 
patient under every provocation, if it must be 
so, submissive under every cruelty, which if it 
should be reviled, reviles not again, but still for 
conscience sake commits itself in well-doing to 
God, and it can scarcely be but in time he must 
be won ; won by the example of that gentle tem- 
per ; won by the pleadings of that higher life ; 
won by the power of meekness ; won by the co- 
operating Spirit of God, at least to the decencies 
of manly kindness, if not to the holiness of 
the life of God. 

And even if not, to the Christian wife the 
great purpose of her subjection will have been 
fulfilled. First in the downward path of trans- 
gression, as Eve was, therefore * subjected to the 
husband's rule, she will have been first in the 
upward course of obedience, she will have been 
faithful in her appointed trial; and, faithful 
1 1 Tim. iu 11—14. 
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from these motiTes, she will secure the crown 
of life which God hath prepared for those that 
love Him. 

Thus far then for the law of the Christian 
wife. It may seem, as at present stated, a 
severe one. We shall have, next Sunday, to 
put it side by side with the law of the Christian 
husband, then all its severity will disappear. 

It can scarcely be when all has been said, 
but that there will be room for mutual convic- 
tions of past shortcomings, and, it may well be 
in such case, for mutual confession, and mutual 
forgiveness. But in the meanwhile if any 
word has already reached a wife's heart, I 
would remind her it is nothing less than 
God's word to her, his voice speaking to 
her inmost conscience by the Holy Spirit, It 
is dangerous to grieve that Spirit by delay. 
" I thought on my ways," says the Psabnist, 
"I made haste, and delayed not to keep thy 
commandments." 
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Ephesians y. 25—33. 

' Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 
chorch, and gave himself for it ; that he might sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, tiiat he 
might present it to himself a gtonons diurch, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing ; but that it shonld be 
holy and without blemish. So ought men to love their 
wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth 
himself. For no man ever yet hated his own flesh ; but noa- 
risheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church : for 
we are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones. 
For this cause shall a man leave his fiither and mother, and 
shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh. 
This is a great mystery : but I speak concerning Christ and 
the church. Nevertheless let every one of you in particalar 
so love his wife even as himself." 

I SAID in my sermon last Sunday morning, 
that the law of the Christian wife, as then 
stated, apart, that is, fix)m the law of the hns- 
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band, miglit seem a severe one. It is so in the 
parallel ease of the laws of the natural world. 
You can seldom regard them alone. The great 
centrifugal law of the universe, by which a 
body projected into space would travel on in 
one direction for ever, seems at first utterly in- 
consistent with the measured orderly circuit of 
onr own globe round the sun. But there comes 
in the other great counteracting law of attrac- 
tion, they balance each other, and the Creator's 
purpose is fulfilled. The law of our bodies 
again, by which blood is propelled through 
the great aorta of the heart, and thence through 
the arteries, at the rate of many gallons in a 
minute, seems at variance with the quiet, even 
beat of the pulse which marks, and in its 
measure preserves, the health of the human 
frame ; but the other great law of venous re- 
sistance and dispersion equalizes the rushing 
torrent, and we live, conscious only of the ex- 
istence of health, never conscious of the mighty 
forces which are at work within us, till in the 
time of broken or failing health they make 
their presence felt. 
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And 80 it is in the moral law of marriage. \ 
There are those, no doubt, whose married Ufe 
is one of unintemipted peace. Feeling the 
necessity of no laws, whether of aiforoed sab- 
mission from the wife, or of enforced loTe firom 
the husband, they may question the need of 
this broad statement of them. Yet the law is 
there, underlying, though they know it not, all 
their happiness. The wife Aa« ^'submitted," 
thence has come the peace, — the husband has 
" loTed," thence the new character giyen to her 
submission. Look away from these to the count- 
less iostances where the peace has been disturbed, 
it is because there has been a disturbance of 
God's appointed order. The law of the wife, or 
the law of the husband, has not been acted 
upon, perhaps because not in the first instance 
perceiTed; and they make their presence felt 
in the irregular beating of the heart of the 
married life. 

TTe look, then, for the law of the Christian 
husband which is to be the counterpoise to the 
submission of the Christian wife : we find it in 
the Apostle's words, HudMnd^ km j^our wices. 
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You will observe lie does not say " command." 
The *'rule*' is given to the husband by the 
original law of God, and implied in the sub- 
mission required of the wife. But not a word 
is said of enforcing obedience ; of defending his 
rights and privileges. There is a similar sub- 
mission, you will remember, required of the 
sheep of Christ's flock. " Obey them that have 
the rule over you, and submit yourselves : 
for they watch for your souls, as they that 
must give account. But let the pastors stand 
upon their rights, and lord it over God's heri- 
tage, they lose the support of God, and de- 
servedly fall into contempt. 

There is no encouragement for tyranny there- 
fore on the husband's part. The Christian wife 
submits to her husband " in every thing ;" it is 
for conscience sake towards God. The Chris- 
tian husband meets her submission with hve. 

Love, then, — so obviously the right of the 
wife to receive ; so thoroughly, it might seem, 
the happiness and inclination of the husband to 
give! 
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" Her right to receive." For is it not her 
right? She has left her father's house, the 
home of her childhood, the friends of her youth; 
she has entrusted herself wholly and entirely 
to you. She has done it on the faith of the 
assurance you gave her, that she had your love, 
that she would have it to the end. She has 
staked her all, remember, on thet venture. 
Life is a dreary thing, indeed, to the man with- 
out something to love as his own. But it has 
its interests, which may engross, if they cannot 
console him — his business, his studies, his dreams 
of ambition, or his quest of gold. Her life 
centres in her home. Her hopes freightod 
themselves in the vessel in which she embarked 
with you on her wedding day; that vessel 
which seemed to her in the distance so gallant 
and so strong, which left the port in all its 
bravery, with sails set, dancing over the waters 
of life, with nothing but the scarcely acknow- 
ledged consciousness on her part that it might 
encounter storms in its journey to the distant 
land. Is that vessel wrecked ? it is the wreck 
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of all she has. Bankruptcy, utter, irretriev- 
able bankruptcy of human hopes, is the lot of 
the wife who has lost her husband's love. 

"Her right to receive," but fiirther, " the hus- 
band's happiness and inclination, it would seem, 
to give.'* For it was love that led him to seek 
her ; love that he too, in his degree, feels ne- 
cessary to his life; love that he has only to 
preserve therefore unchanged unto the end. 
But why then is it not preserved? Why, 
amongst those who so lately at the altar of 
God vowed to "love, comfort, honour, and 
keep" the wife, is there found that terrible cata- 
logue which meets our eyes in the pages of the 
daily press, the wife-deserters, wife-beaters,— at 
times it must be where the murderous spirit 
already exists in the bosom, the wife-murderers 
of our day, — who are fast making our boasted 
domestic peace a by-word in the eyes of 
strangers ? Why amongst those who undertook, 
" forsaking all other, to cleave only unto her," 
are there to be found so many forsaking the 
wife of their bosom to cleave to another ; and, 
who, if their true number were known, might 
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perhaps make our domestic purity but a name ? 
And why, with these volcanic evils thrown up 
on the surface of our social life, telling of the 
pent-up fires there must be beneath, why are 
there, we may be sure, so many petty tyrannies, 
concealing themselves eflfectually from the public 
eye, only because they dread exposure to the 
public shame? Why, I ask, if the love of 
the husband is a thing so easy to be pre- 
served? 

Is it not, my brethren, because the love of 
which the Apostle is here speaking, and which 
would have made these things impossible, is 
something wholly distinct from the love which 
such husbands have felt? Separated as the 
two things are in the Greek language, by 
words of wholly difierent meaning *, is it not 
that in our common parlance in the use of 
our one word, we have come to confoimd 
them? that the man attracted to the wife by 
outward attractions only, looking no deeper 
than these, has mistaken passion for affection, 
the passing sentiment of the hour for the 

^ lpa>C, aydirri. 
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heavenly principle, which, itself a relic of the 
Divine nature in which we were made, is now 
fed and fostered into its true life, only in the 
copying again of a Divine original, and the ob- 
servance of the Divine commands ? 

It is on the sure and high ground of duty 
then, not the lower and uncertain one of human 
inclination, that we accept the Divine law, 
Smhands^ love your vnves; or, as it is further 
said in the Colossians, " Love your wives, and 
be not bitter against them ;" and we proceed to 
consider the motive by which the Apostle en- 
forces it. 

It may have sometimes struck you, perhaps 
as a matter of Surprise, that the married life is 
the only one which does not find its example in 
the personal life of Jesus Christ. It does find 
it — but in the spiritual union between Him and 
his Church. Smbands, love your wives, as 
Christ also loved the church. 

Now, mark the character of this love as it 
unfolds itself beneath the pen of the inspired 
Apostle. Mark the spirit of self -sacrifice which 
pervades it all. Me gave himself for it For it 
He left his Father's glory : fox it Ha WccW^^ 



46 THE CHRISTIAN HUSBAND. 

Himself and became of no reputation, humbled 
Himself even to the death of the cross : for it 
He still watches with never-tiring patience, 
bearing its infirmities, and nourishing and 
cherishing it as that, which in truth it is, a 
body linked indissolubly to Himself. Bnt 
mark, further, the purpose of the self-sacrifice. 
ITiat he might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the wordy that he might pre- 
sent it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing. He did not 
find it thus glorious. " Ye were sometime dark- 
ness " is the account given of this very Church 
of Ephesus, "now are ye light in the Lord." 
"Living in malice, envy, disdbedient ;*' this 
was the state of the Gentile world, when out of 
his pierced side there flowed the blood and 
water, which were henceforth to be the foun- 
tain for its uncleanness. " When we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us." But He died that 
He might purify every believing soul to Him- 
self, and present it without spot in the day of 
his great espousals. 

Such is the character of Christ's love. Two 
points in it at once pToeeiit t\v<^T[\B)d^Qi& as illus- 
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trating the love of the Christian husband. 
First, its unselfish character. Love, whether to- 
wards God or man, is always unselfish. " Love 
seeketh not her own." The royal law of love 
to onr fellow-man is that we should love him 
as ourselves; that we should show the same 
regard to his interests, the same consideration 
for his feelings, as we would wish should be 
shown to our own. Perhaps there is an addi- 
tional claim for the consideration when he is 
in any way dependent upon our power. The 
very prerogative of weakness is to be cared for 
by the strong; and this claim the Apostle 
Peter elsewhere urges for the wife. "Like- 
wise, ye husbands, dwell with your wives accord- 
ing to knowledge, giving honour unto the wife 
as unto the weaker vessel." We acknowledge 
the claim in common life. We handle care- 
fully the fragile vessel ; we deal tenderly — how 
tenderly if we are parents — with the infant 
child ; we find a shelter for the shorn lamb ; 
He bids us give the same honour to " the one 
ewe lamb," which according to the beautiful 
parable of his own Word, He has given to the 
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husband " to eat of his own meat, and drink of 
his own cup, and lie in his bosom." 

There may not be then the call on the Christian 
husband to give his life for his wife ; yet should 
his love be strong enough even for this. But there 
18 the call to daily, hourly forbearance. Dwell- 
ing with her "according to knowledge," as 
himself instructed by the Word of God, there is 
the opportunity for ensuring her comforts at 
the expense of his own rights; when, as the 
" weaker vessel " she can enforce no considera- 
tion, of giving it to her as a matter of honour ; 
of nourishing and cherishing her as he would 
his own flesh; of checking the bitter speech, 
of sparing her the bitter degradation which the 
open reproof before others, or the scarcely con- 
cealed taunt, must needs bring with it. And 
when above all she is accepting cheerfully her 
law of submission at the hands of God, there is 
the opportunity of so regarding her womanly 
feelings that the submission shall come to her 
as the willing service of love, not the forced 
one of a slave ; that her husband, by God's ap- 
pointment her head, shall yet be felt to be by 



THE CHRISTIAN HUSBAND. 49 

his own act her equal and her friend. Domestic 
life, my brethren, is the appointed school of 
meekness to the wife; it is no less intended, be 
assured, to be the school of unselfishness to the 
husband. 

Turn we then for a moment to domestic life 
as it is : is the picture realized there ? Look at 
that woman whose history is so well known to 
us ; her name in the present day is Legion. It 
is night ; she is sitting in the solitude of her 
cottage, by the light of a single candle, await- 
ing the return of him who once plighted to her 
his love. He is, where he mostly is, at the 
public-house. He is wasting there the health 
which is his best possession, robbing her of the 
society which is her due. She is thinly clad, 
her children barely fed; he is spending, she 
knows that he is spending, the wages which 
would have brought plenty to their home. 

Go a few grades higher in the social scale. 
There too is a solitary wife. She too is wait- 
ing for an absent lord. But his occupations 
are of a diflferent kind ; he is with boon com- 
panions at the gambling-house, at the club; 
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she knows not where he is : he is " master of his 
own time," " has the right to dispose of it as 
he will/' gratifies his own tastes, indulges his 
own luxuries, pinches her, he cares not how 
much, that he may be able to indulge them; 
she is left to her own sad thoughts, it must often 
be to her own sad suspicions, to throw herself 
upon other confidences than his, to look back 
with vain regrets to the days of her childhood's 
home. Men and brethren, is there imselfish- 
ness in' all of this ? Is there one grain of manly 
consideration, far less of the love which is to 
characterize the Christian husband? And is 
there a hope, one single hope in it, of growing 
happiness in advancing years ? We do hear of 
saddening debasing things in the world ; of un- 
faithfulness in wives as well as in husbands ; of 
characters blasted ; of homes broken up ; it were 
well perhaps to consider how many might have 
been avoided if the husband had, from the first, 
proposed to himself the imselfishness of Christ 
for his pattern, who loved the church, and gate 
himself for it; nourishing and cherishing it (his 
own flesh), as the Lord the church. 



THE CHRISTIAN HUSBAKD. 51 

II. But notice, secondly, the sanctifying 
purpose of this love. That fie might present it to 
himself a glorious churchy not having spot, or 
^crinkle, or any such thing ; but that it should he 
holy and without blemish. And, oh ! that from 
the first moment of wedded life this truth could 
be distinctly perceived by the husband, that 
the wife is an immortal soul, entrusted to him 
by his Lord, imder and with that Lord, to 
be trained by him for heaven ; " as being heirs 
together," says St. Peter, in the passage already 
quoted from, "of the grace of life." Would 
that it were distinctly realized, that " the grace 
of God which bringeth salvation hath appeared " 
to both ; that it requires of both, if they would 
not have received it in vain, to "live right- 
eously, soberly, and godly in this present 
world," and that it is left to the love of the 
man to lay itself out for the cultivation of the 
Christian life, not iji himself only, but in the 
weaker vessel at his side also. It is a thought 
in relation to marriage beside which all other 
thoughts seem to sink into insignificance, that 
she who stands by you at the altar, must stand 
E 2 
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by you again in the judgment ; there, as part 
of yourself, saved or lost, most probably saved 
or lost with you, to witness to the love which 
led her on in her upward course, or to the 
neglect which retarded and threw her back. 
It is a mission, surely the noblest that can be 
given to man, to receive her now, as it must be, 
with spots of the flesh in her, to present her 
then in the Lord " holy and without blemish." 
Yet turn once more from the ideal to the 
actual life of the Christian husband. We trace 
for ourselves in fancy (is it not too often so, my 
brethren ?) some image of female perfection ; we 
find blemishes, outwardly perhaps no spot or 
wrinkle to repel us, but inwardly the imperfec- 
tions, the faults which beset every child of 
Adam, which beset ourselves ; we do not accept 
them as our appointed trial, the field for the 
exercise of Christian love ; they are allowed to 
become our disappointment, and our secret sores. 
And then come the decay of love, the coldness, 
the mutual estrangements ; then the multiplied 
causes of offence, the bickerings, the strifes ; and 
then the hindered prayers ; " as heirs together 
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of the grace of life, that your prayers be not 
hindered/' 

Yes, my brethren, for it must be so. I can- 
not come here and pour out my soul in child- 
like fervent prayer to God with the remem- 
brance of domestic strife pressing heavily on 
my conscience. I cannot kneel at home and 
offer the daily prayer to God, which to be 
effectual must be offered "without wrath and 
doubting," when the bitter words that have 
passed, or the act of cruelty which has been 
perpetrated, are pleading against me at the 
bar of God, beating down the prayer which I 
had hoped would go up as incense before Him. 
The prayer must be hindered. And then with 
hindered prayer what blessings from God will 
not escape, what unnumbered evils will not 
come in as a flood, through that one opening of 
the soul. No prayer for the children's holiness, 
no prayer for the family peace, no deprecating 
of God's chastisements, no dependence on God's 
help, no mutual counsels di*awn from the book 
of God, no mutual exhortations to persevere in 
the heavenward path: the inheritance of the 



54 THE CHRISTIAN HDSBAND. 

world to come fading before the eyes of both ; 
the pleasures, the dissipations of this world 
caught at to take their place. How true that 
if not helpers to one another, husband and wife 
must be hinderers in the path of life, how cer- 
tain that the fires of love which are to throw 
their genial warmth over the whole life of the 
Christian man must be kindled in his own 
home, finding their daily fuel amidst the hearts 
of those that are nearest to him, or probably 
not at all. Imagination has many terrible 
pictures to present us with in the events of the 
great day ; it has none more terrible than that 
of husband and wife reproaching each other 
as the authors of their eternal ruin. Christian 
husbands ! would you escape this fate P we know 
you would. Accept then your high calling in 
the Lord. There are spots on the wife's soul 
as there are on your own; they are to be 
washed away in Christ ; by the work of the 
Holy Spirit on His part, by "patient conti- 
nuance" in "well-doing" unto the end on 
yours. Let there be then the bright steady 
light of your example to guide and mould the 
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wife. "The man/' says the Apostle, "is the 
image and glory of God, the woman is the 
glory of the man." Let it be so in the work of 
the new creation, which is after God in right- 
eousness and true holiness. Walk as Zacha- 
rias and Elisabeth in "all the ordinances of 
the Lord blameless." Pray for her, pray with 
her. "Walk worthy of the vocation where- 
with ye are called, with all lowliness and meek- 
ness, with longsuffering, forbearing one ano- 
ther in love ; and the God of peace will sanc- 
tify you wholly; and your whole spirit, soul, 
and body shall be preserved blameless unto 
the coining of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

It is time that I should leave the matter to 
your own reflections. If submission from the 
wife, if love from the husband are duties " in 
the Lord," there is special grace to be had 
from Him for the fulfilment of those duties. 
It must be sought for in special prayer. It is 
sought when the vows are undertaken before 
God in the sight of the Church. " Look mer- 
ciftdly upon these thy servants, that both this 
man may love his wife, according to thy word. 
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and also that this woman may be loving and 
amiable, faithful and obedient to her husband '." 
It should be sought continually day by day. 
And when the call comes to present ourselves 
specially before the Lord, and "to examine 
ourselves " that we may come in the wedding 
garment, it is this duty, perhaps above all 
others, that should come in closest review before 
God. 

That call, my brethren, is addressed to you 
to-day ; wholly blameless in this great matter, 
alas ! none of us can be : conscious that amidst 
many shortcomings we are yet aiming at this 
high standard, many of us may be, I dare to 
hope the greater part are. Yet there may be 
some at this very moment conscience-stricken, 
convinced of sin. Oh! that we could begin 
our married life again, may be the exclamation 
even now on your Kps. Then, my Christian 
brother, my Christian sister, you may begin 
it; you have been "sometime darkness, you 
may be Kght in the Lord." It is but to con- 
fess the sin before Him ; it is but to go one step 
' Fonn of Solemnization of Matrimony 
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deeper in humiliation, " to confess your sin one 
to another, that ye may be healed ;*' it is but to 
seek in Him new Kfe, new strength, for the 
journey of life. These sermons will not have 
been preached in vara, if in the coming week, 
somewhere, we know not where, from one wife 
should be heard the words, " I have been want- 
ing in submission ;" from one husband, " I 
have been deficient in love;" and if husband 
and wife on the next Sunday should kneel toge- 
ther at the table of the Lord, to record their 
confession, " We have sinned against the Lord ;'* 
to receive his forgiveness, " The Lord hath put 
away thy sin;" to renew there their plighted 
troth, this time with the earnest of success, 
that it is undertaken " in the Lord." 
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Ephesians vi. 1—3. 

** Children, obey your parents in the Lord : for this is right 
Honour thy &ther and mother ; which is the first command- 
ment with promise ; that it may be well with thee, and thon 
mayest live long on the earth." 

Our subject to-day is The Christian child. A 
subject very precious to parents : ftill of interest 
to all who believe most surely that " the child 
is the father of the man." We are inquiring, 
my brethren, how we can increase the number 
of Christian husbands, wives, parents, masters, 
and servants. There is no answer like this: 
Train up a race of thoroughly Christian children. 
The subject will address itself more especially to 
the children of the flock. I shall have to speak 
to them before the conclusion of the sermon ; but 
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the portrait of the Christian child, as it is 
drawn for us in God's book, is of common in- 
terest to us all. To this, therefore, we must 
first attend. 

Fortunately there is no such difficulty in this 
case as we encountered in the two first — ^the 
absence, or seeming absence, of the personal 
example of Jesus Christ. He trod the upward 
path of life for us in infancy and childhood, as 
well as in manhood; and the precious foot- 
prints in which we are to place our feet are 
never perhaps more clearly marked than in 
those few first decisive years. 

As we turn to this part of his history, it is at 
first remarkable rather for what it does not say 
than what it does. There is a time during 
which the foundation of a house is being laid ; 
you do not care to know much of the details of 
the work then ; one thing is necessary, that it 
should be strong. So in the early life of our 
Lord all unnecessary particulars are kept in the 
background, that the one or two — the true 
foimdations of his character — ^may stand out in 
their needful prominence. 
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Of his infancy we learn nothing but this, 
that "he grew and waxed strong in spirit, 
filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was 
upon him." At twelve years old He went up 
to Jerusalem with his parents. It was the age 
at which the Jewish child, till that time re- 
ceived into covenant by God on its parents* 
dedication, and therefore called " a child of the 
covenant," was to begin to serve Him of its 
own choice. It was to go through one year of 
solemn preparation, and then to be admitted to 
the full privileges of the congregation, thence- 
forward called " a child of the law." Then, it 
would seem, the child Jesus awoke to the fuller 
consciousness that his work on earth was "to 
do the will of his Father in heaven.^' He re- 
turned to fulfil that will ; and at once, as though 
to show what the duty was which lay imme- 
diately before Him, we are told, " he went down 
with (his parents), and went to Nazareth, and 
was subject to them." 

In exact accordance with this is the Apostle's 
direction to the children of the Christian cove- 
nant ; in our text, Children, obey your parents in 
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the Lord: for this is right; in the Colossians, 
" Children, obey your parents in all things : for 
this is well-pleasing unto the Lord." Beyond 
this, — with the single exception of the direction 
in his first Epistle to Timothy, that children 
are to " show piety at home, and requite their 
parents," and the allusion to Timothy himself, 
that "from a child he had known the Holy 
Scriptures," — not a word that I am aware is said 
by him to indicate any further special duties 
for the observance of the Christian child. 

And, at first sight, I doubt not, as was the 
case with the Christian wife, the sketch thus 
given in the New Testament will seem to you 
meagre and incomplete. You will think of the 
long train of childlike graces — the trust, the 
purity, the love, the truthfulness, the reverence, 
the habits of prayer, — ^the graces which in all 
human records of holy children are so minutely 
brought out by their biographers, and you will 
ask, Are these to have no place in the Scriptural 
delineation of the Christian child ? 

The answer will be, that they are compre- 
hended in the one grace which the Holy Spirit 
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records — that of obedience. The keel of the 
vessel is there, well laid down ; wait a little, and 
if the inner life too be such as was described in 
our Lord's case, you will see the vessel itself 
rising plank by plank, till it floats on the waters 
of life in all the true and majestic proportions 
of the faith. 

For look for a few moments at two things: 

Himian nature in its ruin. 

Human nature in course of restoration. 

I. Human nature in its ruin. The history of 
it is but the history of a will that has gone astray. 
You have often looked, I doubt not, at the 
noble river which skirts our town. You have 
gazed with admiration on the rich meadows 
which line its banks, the cattle grazing there, 
the farms, the viQages, all telling of peace and 
plenty, and the blessing that waits on himian 
industry; and you have known that all that 
safety and all that fertility have depended on 
the river continuing to flow in its appointed 
channel. Let a dam be erected somewhere 
above us in the stream, and the flood of waters 
be left to find new channels for themselves, and 
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the very gift of God, wliich is now "for our 
wealth " would " become the occasion of fall- 
ing." We should trace the course of the river, 
not as now in silvery beauty, but only in wide- 
spread desolation and ruin. 

Such is the human will. God appointed it 
its channel — obedience to his laws. The laws 
were but the condition of its own safety and 
happiness. "Do this and live^^ was but the 
expression of the fiiller will of the Creator — do 
this and be perfectly happy ; do this and enjoy 
the earth without a single alloy to the enjoy- 
ment. The corresponding penalty— break this 
and die — was but the announcement that the 
happiness in that case would be swept away. 
The enemy came, erected the barrier of sin ; 
the will of man once let loose, overleaped its 
banks, sought fresh channels for itself, and 
from that time in its resistless sweep has carried 
nothing but misery in its track. 

And so it is that when you would trace up to 
its source some career of more than usually 
marked vice, you find the origin of it for the 
most part in a headstrong and undisciplined 
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will. There was no difficulty in foretelling 
the end of that poor girl, whom you once knew 
in the home of her childhood, who now lies in 
some haunt of infamy, her candle of life feebly 
flickering in the socket, burnt out before (as 
God intended life) she had well begun to live. 
None in predicting the career of the young man, 
who has rapidly traversed the steps of self- 
indulgence, extravagance, and crime, till he 
too lies with blasted character and impaired 
health — the hopeless inmate of a poorhouse or 
a gaol. You saw the self-will which bade 
defiance alike to the laws of God and the coun- 
sels of elders. You knew what the result would 
be. Their fault is in its measure the fault of 
all of us— a will which has wandered from the 
prescribed track, and so missed the aim of its 
first creation. 

II. Such is human nature in its ruin : and 
what then is the history of its restoration ? Is 
it not simply this — the bringing back that mil 
to its true channel ? Is it not this — ^that when 
reason and revelation alike concur in telling us 
that in heaven none can exist but those who 
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"delight to do the will of God;" that when 
our Lord, therefore, speaking of the needful 
preparation for heaven has said, "Not every 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Iiord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth 
the will of my Father, which is in heaven " 
— He, that same Iiord and Saviour, has taken 
every step, short of interfering with our freedom 
of will, to bend and bring it back ; and that in 
our response to his efforts, the " will " or " will 
not " which we are giving to his many calls, 
the great fiiture question of our eternal destiny 
lies hid P 

For observe those steps, how clearly, and oh I 
do not let us neglect to add, how lovingly they 
are laid down. 

I will not speak of those by which the work 
of redemption was wrought out ; how, when He 
saw that there was no man and wondered that 
there was no Litercessor, He said, " Lo, I come 
to do thy tptll, God ;" how, when He came, 
it was "his meat and drink to do (that) mil;" 
from the time when a^ a child He was subject, 
on to the time when, *^ though he was a Son, 
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yet learned he obedience by the things he 
suffered ;" how, as the representative man, He 
thus traced out afresh that dry and disused 
river bed, leading on the waters of the new 
life along its whole course till He had become 
" obedient to the whole law for man," — " obe- 
dient even to the death upon the cross.'* I 
would rather speak of the steps by which, if 
we would permit Him, He would apply that 
work to us. 

He " suffers the little child to be brought to 
him.'* He does not wait tiU the stream of the 
corrupt will has become a broad and impetuous 
one ; He takes it high up towards the source, 
where it flows in the narrowest channel, and 
can be turned with the least effort. He suffers 
the little child to come to Him, and as He 
receives it at the parent's hands, He places its 
earliest footsteps, we are sure, just where his 
own were placed. He grew with " the grace of 
God upon him;" He brings the Christian 
child within his covenant of grace. He was 
" filled with the Spirit ; " that same Spirit is 
given to the child, to give the new bias to its 
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will. He " grew in wisdom ;" the Holy Book 
is put within the child's reach, as it had been 
put, in the pages of the Old Testament, within 
BKs — ^to give him the knowledge of God. He 
gives the child back to the parents to nurse and 
train for Him. There, beneath their roof, — not 
as it is in the lower orders of creation, where 
the duties of maternity once discharged the tie 
is severed between the parent and the offspring, 
— but for many years, the third or half of its 
life,*it is to continue to draw its breath. There, 
in the care of an earthly father, and the love 
of an earthly mother, it is to awake to the 
perception of another Father in heaven, whose 
care is more close, whose love is more tender 
even than theirs can be. There, drawn by his 
indwelling Spirit, it is to ask to know his tvilL 
And then there comes the clear brief response, 
" Children^ obey your parentSy^ — " obey your 
parents in all things. This is well-pleasing to 
the Iiord.'* If the will had not been corrupt, 
it had been, surely, enough to say, Love those 
who BO plainly first have loved you. In the 
original law of God, the transcript of the 
F 2 
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Divine mind^ it is '^ Honour thy £Bither and 
mother." But because the will is corrupt, the 
law of its restoration takes the severer form, 



The will, then, has scarcely begun to exert 
itself when it is put absolutely, stringently, 
under a higher will. It has scarcely begun to 
be a law to itself, when it finds that in all 
things it is to receive the law from another, 
and that other, the parent, who must have 
seen in the world aroimd him the bitter fruits 
of departing from the law of God ; who ought 
to be able to speak from his own experience of 
the blessedness of obedience to it — "that in 
keeping of his commandments there is great 
reward." These are the first steps of the 
Christian life, as Christ, our great example, 
would have them trod. I ask you, my brethren, 
is it possible to conceive of any more strikingly 
adapted to their great endP Can you doubt 
that thus attacking the evil, far up among the 
deep springs of childhood, looking to the Holy 
Spirit of God to work with you there, countless 
rills of holy effort and desire would be set in 
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motion in the child's nature P that holding the 
will of your child in subjection, and directing 
it to right objects, it would be " converted," 
turned to God, would put forth in their order 
the other graces of the Christian life, and as it 
grew to man's estate would show " the law of 
God according to his own covenant promise, 
abundantly written in the heart ?" 

But this belongs more properly to the duty 
of the Christian parent, which will be our 
subject for next Simday. 

I turn now to the application of what has 
been said, to address, that is, a few words to the 
children who are here before me. 

You have heard, my younger brethren, the 
first duty which God imposes upon you, 
Childreriy obey your parents. Not one parent 
alonC; you wiU perceive; till God gave his 
commands, in Greece and Rome of old — as in 
many heathen coimtries now — it was thought 
enough to obey the father. God restores the 
mother to her place of rightful honour. " Obey 
your parents in the Lord." You have heard too 
the extent of this obedience, *' in all things.'* 
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Not in the outward act alone^ but in the most 
secret thought of your heart. Not in that 
which is pleasant to you to do, but in that 
which it may be is most impleasant ; for whicli, 
at the time, you yourself may be unable to see 
the reason. It will not do to pay an unwilling, 
sullen obedience^ which submits only because 
it dares not resist. It is the hearty cheerfiil 
submission which God requires; the habit of 
receiving the law at your parents' hands> and at 
once, for conscience sake towards TTim> surren- 
dering your will to theirs. It will not do — 
suffer me to say to you, my young friends, 
who being about, or past, the age of confirma- 
tion, have begun to earn wages for yourselves, — 
it will not do for you, therefore, to break loose 
from parental restraint and, unlike our Lord at 
his age of self-choice, to revise to be any longer 
subject. It is not the Christian daughter who 
will dispose of herself in marriage where the 
parental consent has not been given, and thus 
most surely, in the most important step of her 
life, put herself out of the path of duty, and so 
out of the way of blessing from God. It is not 
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the Christian son who will select for himself 
his own calling or his own companions, regard- 
less of the strongly-expressed wishes of the 
parent in whose house he dwells. And when 
at length the roof of the parent has been ex- 
changed for another roof> it is not the Christian 
son or daughter who will ever forget to " love, 
honour, and succour " the parents whom he or 
she for so many years delighted to obey. 
There are many precious instances of high 
Christian morality to be seen ia the dwellings 
of the Christian poor ; there are none perhaps 
more precious than that which is sometimes 
seen, the place of honour by the cottage fire- 
side reserved for the old man or old woman, 
once, in its years of helplessness, the support 
of the child, now in turn supported by the 
strong arm of the son or of the daughter's 
husband. 

You have heard of the duty, but you have 
heard farther — and it is this which chiefly and 
in conclusion I would press upon you — you have 
heard the several motives by which God would 
bind that duty upon you. 
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It is sometliiiig to be assured that it is right. 
The law of duty was the law of the lives of 
some of the greatest men in English history. 
Wellington, Nelson, only asked what it was 
right to do, and straightway set themselves to 
do it. ' 

It is something more to know that it ^^is 
well-pleasing to the Lord." To wake every 
morning, to see around you a thousand evi- 
dences of the love and power of God ; and as, 
for his sake, you repress every rebellious thought 
during the day, to know that his eye of ap- 
proving love is upon you ; to lie down, there- 
fore, at night with the feeling of conscious 
security — " The Lord is on my side, I will not 
fear what man can do unto me " — " I will lay 
me down in peaoe, and take my rest, for it is 
thou. Lord, only, that makest me to dwell in 
safety *'— all this is full, very full, of comfort- 
ing thoughts. But there is something more 
than present comfort which God proposes to 
you. You are looking with more or less of 
hopeful anticipation to the many years of life 
which you think lie before you. You have 
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each, I doubt not, your own dreams of happi- 
ness which are then to be Mfilled. There is 
liappiness; never give up your faith in that: 
there is plenty of real, true happiness to be en- 
joyed on earth ; but it is always in the way of 
God's commands. And the command on which 
He makes it all depend to you is this, Obey 
your parents, that it may he tvell with you, and 
that you may live long on the earth. Dear chil- 
dren, these are not mere words, they are the 
expression of true and Hying facts ; as they are 
happening now, as they have happened, will 
happen to the end of time. It is " well " with 
those who obey their parents, it is not " well '* 
with the disobedient. You have just now 
heard, how, in the natural course of things, dis- 
obedience tends to misery. ''The usual pro- 
cess," said the late chaplain of a large prison, 
speaking of the descent into crime of 100,000 
prisoners, " has been impatience of parental re^ 
straint, violation of the Lord's day, and neglect 
of religious ordinances." But God does not 
restrain Himself to that. He interferes by his 
own special providence to fulfil his own word. 
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Absalom disobeyed his parent, you know his end. 
In our own English history, to take but one in- 
stance, — William Rufus and his brothers re- 
belled against their father, you recollect their 
end ! What happened then, is happening in 
countless instances now. You see the end, sud- 
den, unprepared for death, such as thdrs ; only 
you do not know, perhaps, how often it has been 
earned by disobedience such as theirs. It is 
" well" with the obedient. Rarely, if ever, will 
you take up the history of great and prosperous 
men, who have beenallowed to live longand bene- 
fit their race, and not find that the foundation 
of that great character was laid in the orderly, 
dutiful obedience of their childhood's home. 

I forbear to specify instances, only that I 
may remind you of the last great motive, it is 
well mth them in their conscience. 

For, children, the time must come, sooner or 
later, when sin is felt. There is no sin which 
takes such fast hold on the conscience, whose 
woimd lasts so long, and reaches so deep as 
this, the great parent sin of all. The time 
must come when the child stands in the pre- 



THE CHRISTIAN CHILD. 75 

seace of the dead parent. It has heard the last 
utterance of that well-known voice ; it is taking 
its last look of that loved and familiar face. A 
moment more> and the coffin-lid will be closed, 
and the separation will be complete. Hear you 
the long-drawn sighs which are going up from 
that chamber of death P A day or two later as 
they stand, children and relatives, around that 
open grave, as the body is lowered to its last 
resting-place, and the rattle of the cold damp 
earth is heard, and the words are pronounced, 
'^ Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, and dust to 
dust;*' hear you the choking sobs which are 
proceeding from one or another of that sorrow- 
ing group P Oh ! they are not always the sobs 
of bereaved affection only ; they are too often 
the outpourings of a bitter and vain regret: 
all the undutiful acts, all the unloving speeches, 
all the ingratitude and rebellion of a life are 
crowding in upon the mind in those last sad 
moments, as though the coating of thick-ribbed 
ice, which gathers over the hardened heart, 
could never by God's judgment be broken up 
till all power of retrieving the error is gone. 
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My yoanger brethien, would jcfa escape 
diat bitter hourP Toa may: only if there 
has been disobedienoey let there be r^entance 
now. Let there be confession of the sin to 
God ; daily earnest prayer, for that Holy Spirit 
of his which alone can turn your will, and help 
you, as your Lord was, to be sabject to your 
parents in all things. 

My older brethren, does the scene suggest 
no other thooghts to u« .^ thoughts of a time 
when the buried dead will be rising from their 
graves, gathering for judgment round the great 
white throne? Hear you the groans of in- 
tolerable anguish which are being poured 
forth there ; accents of despair such as human 
voices had never before uttered, and human 
ears had never before heard? they are the 
sudden awakening of immortal spirits to the 
truth to which before they had closed their 
eyes, that the world they had lived in was their 
Father's world, bought back from apostasy by a 
Saviour's blood ; that every breath they drew, 
every blessing they enjoyed, every sermon they 
heard, every chastisement they received, had 
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been one prolonged pleading with them of that 
Father's love ; and that they had shown Him 
no honour, and given Him no love, had lived 
in ingratitude and foul rebellion. " There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when 
ye shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, 
and all the prophets, in the kingdom of Qod, 
and you yourselves thrust out." 

It will be the cry of remorse then. It may 
be the cry of repentance now. Have you re- 
belled P Oh ! that the spirit of the little child 
might revive in you to-day; that you could 
say in present anguish of spirit, '^ I will arise 
and go to my Father." You have missed, 
fellow-sinner, the early turning of the Chris- 
tian child ; one thing, only, remains for you — 
"Except ye be converted, and become as little 
chUdren, you shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of God." 



SERMON Y. 



THE CHKiariAN PAKENT. 



Ephxsians irL 4. 



** And, ye fathers, proroke not yoor difldien to wntii : but 
bring them up in the nurture and admooitifm of the Lnd." 

The position of a Christian parent is one to be 
deeply rejoiced in ; but, it must ever be, to be 
rejoiced in with trembling. For consider, my 
brethren, what it is. The child is our own 
indeed, to gladden us with its infant smiles as 
no other earthly thing probably can gladden 
us ; but it is ours, only, directly, as it comes 
from God. "Children, and the fruit of the 
womb, are an heritage and gift that cometh 
of the Lord." He might have withheld it — ^for 
our trial He does so withhold it from some — ^but 
He has given it, and given it to the Christian 
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l^Hrent for an avowed and distinct purpose. 
*Did he not make one," says the prophet 
Afalachi, (two, that is, one flesh,) " yet he had 
the residue of the Spirit (to have done other- 
wise if He pleased). And wherefote oneP 
That he might seek a goodly seed." For all 
the earliest years of its life He has put that 
child absolutely tmder our care ; they are the 
years in which its character can be moulded 
almost as we will — ^years in which by the daily 
training of its father's house, whether we will 
or not, it is most certainly being moulded; 
what if, when it has taken its stamp, it be found 
to be not a holy seed? What if, when He 
comes to take account of his manifold gifts, 
this first, best, most precious^ gift be returned 
to Him as we received it, without "usury," 
in all the pollution of its sinful nature P Was 
Luther wrong when he said, " There is nothing 
for which we shall so richly have merited 
hell as for our treatment of our children ?" I 
need not say another word, then, to call forth 
an earnest prayer from those who are now 
before me that God the Holy Spirit will teach 
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OS, niiOe we inquire haw the duty of the 
Chiisdan pucnt is to be diaclmrged. Pre- 
mijnng that ID. this^ WM in the other relatioDfl of 
which we hare been quaking, the Liw of the 
(to^kI 0ii{q[ilies ns with the one or two leading 
principk* which are to guide ns in our efforts, 
we (XHne at once to the conelatiTe duty to that 
required of the child. The child was to '' obey 
in all things." The parent is to enforce obe- 
dienee. 

It may seem almost siqierfluoas to speak of 
the authority of parents, and to insist on its 
being enforeed, so thoroughly is the principle 
admitted by us alL Yet few of us, I think, 
can look at the spirit of the age in which we 
live, and not see that there are tendencies in it 
which do make it necessary that we should 
assert for this great principle its place of fore- 
most consequence. Perhaps it is that, in the 
progress of the educational movementy a know- 
ledge— rery often of the most superficial kind 
— -puSa up the child, and gives it undue im^^ 
portance in the eyes of the parent. Perhaps it 
is that in the proper ayersion to severity, and 
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the desire to rule by love, the very nature of 
love to the child is misunderstood. Or again, 
that the equally sacred name of liberty is in 
the same way abused ; but be the cause what 
it may, the fact is clear, that children claim an 
amount of licence which a former and stricter 
age never knew, and that parents too often 
acquiesce in it. "Another reason," says the 
writer of one of the essays read at the Educa- 
tional Conference at London last year (he is 
speaking of the early age at which children 
in a large manufacturing town leave the 
school to go to work) ** is an American notion 
of liberty. On this ground many parents, 
after a boy begins work, exert no parental 
control over him. If only he earns his ap- 
pointed quota he is left to consider himself in 
other respects his own master, and to follow the 
bent of his own inclinations. For this liberty 
children naturally long ; and are themselves 
anxious to leave school and begin work, that 
they may at once become men, and imitate the 
vices and follies of those that are grown up '." 
> Essays upon Educational Subjects, p. 74. 

O 
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The evils resulting from this in early maniages, 
wretched homes, and the indulgence of every 
kind of vice, are immediately afterwards dis- 
closed. In America itself — that child of ours, 
where our own national character may be seen 
reproducing itself in every exaggerated pro- 
portion — a clergyman of their ovni writes thus, 
" My experience of now nearly thirty years as a 
pastor has, I am sorry to say, forced on me tbe 
painftd conviction that our public school sys- 
tem, one in which the vain attempt has been 
made to teach the Bible, but vdthout any 
special doctrinal teaching gathered from it, has 
already imdermined among our population, to 
a great extent, the doctrines and principles of 
Christianity. I find many of the yoimg people 
not only imable to repeat any of the ten com- 
mandments, but entirely imaware of there 
being any commandments at all. I find them 
generally well grounded in the ordinary ele- 
ments of what is called common education, and 
clever and acute as to all worldly matters that 
concern them, but very lax in their notions of 
moral obligation and duty, and indisposed to 
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submit to any authority or control whatever, 
syen from a very early age. This," he says, 
''begins with the parental:" and he adds, "I 
look upon this very prevalent condition of 
mind with very great apprehension, for all 
history shows that this is only the first down- 
ward step to complete irreligion and infidelity, 
and thence to the corruption of morals such as 
was exhibited in the heathen world *." 

Now it is well, my brethren, that we should 
remember that the authority entrusted to the 
parent by God is entrusted to him not for any 
selfish purpose. It is for His sake, and for the 
best interests of the child. To hesitate for 
any reason to exercise it, is only to incur the 
deepest guilt before Him. " I know Abraham," 
said God, " that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord, to do justice and judg- 
ment." Abraham, "my friend," was God's 
description of him. Eli and his house were 
"judged for ever," because his sons made 

' Notes on Public Subjects by H. Seymour Tremenheere, Her 
Majesty's Inspector of Mines and Factories, p. 52, 53. Longman. 

G 2 
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tliemBelyes vile, and he '' restrained them not." 
And why should we hesitate P Ib it because 
of the contest it inyolves with the self-will of 
the child P The contest must come sooner or 
later ; to decline it now is to allow that corrupt 
will (as we saw last Sunday) to take its own 
perverse channel; probably to seal its own 
ruin. It must come ; and it is soon ended, if 
begun in the earliest years of infimcy. Is it 
because you love your child, then, and you 
cannot bear to oppose its wishes P But oh ! 
what shortsighted love is this. How surely is it 
self-love in one of its most culpable forms, 
which is lurking beneath that specious plea ; 
the self-love which will purchase temporary 
gratification and ease, for itself more than for 
the child, without a thought of what the future 
happiness of that child may require ; the show 
of liberality which will give every kind of 
hurtful freedom to the child now, only that 
it may be most surely enslaved hereafter to 
every sinful lust ! In this at least, then, let us 
recognize our responsibility to God. All other 
efforts to raise ''a holy seed'' for God will be 
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smitten with fatal weakness, if there is error 
here ; if from the earliest years we do not 
enforce the authority we have received from 
Him. You ask, then, how is it to be enforced P 

We turn at once to our text. 

It sets before us two precepts for guidance : 
the 'one negative, the other positive. 

Ist. The negative precept is this. Pro- 
voke not your children to tcrath: and, in the 
Colossians, with this addition, lest they be dis- 
couraged. 

Think for a moment what wrath or anger 
is, you will see what " the discouragement " is 
which follows upon it. It is the concentration 
in one point of the evil already existing in the 
child^s nature. It is the intensifying of the 
evil ; the raising it into a fiercer flame. The 
fires of pride, of obstinacy, of rebellion, may 
have before that been slumbering in the child's 
heart, needing only the absence of all fresh 
fuel, and the daily quenching power of the 
water of life amidst them, to ensure their 
gradual extinction. But on some sudden 
provocation you, the parent, supply the fuel ; 
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the sharp angry word is spoken, the quick 
angry blow given; wrath at once begets 
wrath ; the angry blaze leaps up in that Uttle 
heart, does not subside till it has spread oyer a 
larger surface, and gathered fresh strength, and 
made another great step to become the habit of 
its life. Is there not " discouragement " here? 
To know that there has been a breach of love 
with you its parent, for whose love in its inmost 
heart it yearns : to have no heart to come and 
bury its head in your bosom, and tell you of its 
sorrows and its faults, lest it should encounter 
there the dreaded mood of wrath : thus to be 
conscious of growing estrangement, where all 
should be closest imion ; of increasing coldness, 
where all should be fullest confidence; and, 
let it be added, of a growing want of re- 
spect, when respect should be springing up 
as the ground of all willing obedience : worse 
than this, to have the same feeling towards its 
heavenly Father; to feel — ^for conscience will not 
suffer it not to feel — ^that it has offended TTiTn ; 
that its efforts to do well have received a check, 
that these checks increase as the provocations 
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increase, and then to have — unconsciously per- 
haps, but oh, how surely ! — the estrangement 
growing up from Him, which, whatever the sin 
that leads to it, is the cause of all our misery 
here, as it will be of our ruin hereafter. Where 
is discouragement, if not in this? What so 
sure an assistance to the temptations of the 
great enemy of the child^s soul P 

To every thing, then, which would call up the 
spirit of evil in the child — all continued fault- 
finding, all manifestations of preference for one 
child over another, all words spoken, all cor- 
rections administered in wrath, — the Apostolic 
injimction applies. Correction indeed there 
must be; woe to the parent who, when the 
occaaion arrives, hesitates to apply it. But He, 
our heavenly Father, gives us his pattern for 
administering it. ''In all their affliction He 
was afflicted:" "whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth." And if this spirit of true love to 
the child has been cultivated, it is the sorrow 
of the parent in punishing, not his wrath, the 
hiding for the time of the parent's face, which 
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will be the part of the punishment most deeply 
felt. 

The anger, then, will be allowed to pass away 
from the parent's mind before punishment is 
thouight of; the sacredness of chastisement will 
be regarded. It is the weapon which is 
intended to correct, which most surely hardens 
when it does not correct. The parent uses it 
standing in his place, as God's representative, 
for God; and this maxim will always guide 
him — "The wrath of man worketh not th& 
righteousness of God." 

There is, secondly, a positive precept, Brin^ 
tliem up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. 

Now, in looking for the meaning of these 
words, it is impossible not to compare them 
with the corresponding direction given to the 
Jewish parent in the sixth chapter of the book 
Deuteronomy. Moses has been rehearsing all 
the wonders which God had showed in the 
sight of the people of Israel, from the time 
when He brought them out of the land of 
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Egypt to that time, and all the precepts He had 
giyen them, and he adds, '' And these words, 
which I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart : and thou shalt teach them dili« 
gently unto thy children, and shalt talk of 
them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up *." And 
further on, " And when thy son asketh thee in 
time to come, saying, What mean the testimo- 
nies, and the statutes, and the judgments, which 
the Lord our God hath commanded you P Then 
thou shalt say unto thy son. We were Pharaoh's 
bondmen in Egypt ; and the Lord brought us 
*out of Egypt with a mighty hand: and the 
Lord showed signs and wonders, great and sore, 
upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his 
household, before our eyes : and he brought us 
out from thence, that he might bring us in, to 
give us the land which he sware xmto our 
fathers. And the Lord commanded us to do 
all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God, 
for our good always, that he might preserve us 
» Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
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alive, as it is at this day*." He urges, you 
will perceive, the mercies they had received 
as the ground of the obedience they were to 
render. He enjoins the constant reiteration 
of the mercies to the children. Here in 
the New Testament the reiteration confines 
itself to one point, " the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord,^* There is a marked dif- 
ference : there they were dealing with typical 
deliverances, here with the true ones; there 
they were in the land of shadows, here in the 
land of realities; yet, you will see, there is 
this marked resemblance, that both point to 
great historical facts as to a series of pictures, 
in the presence of which, if I may so speak, 
the child of God is to grow up. 

And is there not here, my brethren, the 
key to our true course of Christian training, one 
which reason itself would point out, and which, 
if adopted, would scarcely fail to raise up the 
godly seed which our heavenly Father looks 
forP 

Suppose for a moment that it was your child 
* Dent. vi. 20—24. 
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wtich was actually " brought" to Christ, " taken 
up in his arms and blessed by him." Suppose 
that the 1800 years which have intervened 
were rolled away, that they were your own 
feet which had stood with Him on the shores 
of the sea of Galilee; your ears which had 
drunk in his teaching; your eyes which had 
seen his form. You saw Him hang on the 
cross at Calvary, — heard of his Resurrection, — 
witnessed perhaps his Ascension, —were assem- 
bled with the rest at Pentecost, — received the 
gift of the Holy Spirit, — and have become 
alive now to the nature of that spiritual king- 
dom of which you and your child have been 
admitted members. In it you are to serve the 
Lord Jesus, freed by Him from the guilt of 
sin, helped against its power, aiming to walk 
in his steps, till He comes to gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, all that have 
"called him. Lord, Lord, and have not done 
the things that he commanded.^' Would not 
all your talk to your child be of Him ? Would 
you not tell him who He was, and of all He 
did? how in Him the great power of God 
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showed itself, — ^that He was at once Son of Gh)d 
and Son of man ; that He lived to show ns how 
to live and please God, and died to free us from 
the curse of the broken law of God ; and how, 
lest there should be any doubt of his good will 
to the child, He had commanded the little 
children to be brought to Him; how he was 
brought, therefore, and received into His favour ? 
And would you not with this remind him, as 
he was able to bear it, of every step in His holy 
life — of His holy childhood, when the Spirit of 
God was with Him, and He therefore " grew 
in wisdom, and in favour with God and man ;" 
of His holy manhood, when His meat and drink 
was still " to do the will of God P" Every un- 
holy disposition as it began to unfold itself in 
your child, would it not be met with His coun- 
teracting one : — insubordination, with His sub- 
jection ; pride, with His meekness ; selfishness, 
with His self-sacrifice ; discontent, with His con- 
tented poverty ; unloving tempers, with His love 
to his brethren and to all mankind; earthly 
ambition, with the riches of that inheritance 
promised to those who do not seek their por- 
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tion here P and as you went on to tell him of 
His return to " take account of His servants," 
of the great question of eternal life which would 
then hang upon His verdict, would you not say, 
though absent now, to sight invisible, He is al- 
ways present ? His eye upon you to look with 
approval or blame, — His ear open to hear all 
that is evil and that is good, your idle words 
or your prayers, — His hand, therefore, ready to 
pour blessings upon you or judgment ; so that 
he might " endure to the end " as " seeing Him 
that is invisible P" I ask you, again, my bre- 
thren, if your own heart had been full of these 
great sights, and your own remembrance charged 
with these great realities, would you not " teach 
them diligently to your children, talking of 
them when sitting in your house, or walking 
by the way, when lying down, or rising up," 
never forgetting day by day to pray that God 
by his Holy Spirit would write the instructions 
in their hearts, thus bringing them up as the 
Lord's children, " in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord?" Then why should it not 
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be SO now? when the only difference is, that 
you have read of, not seen, all this, and when 
faith (if you have it) is all that sight would be, 
"the substance of the things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen." 

But I leave the subject here to be carried 
into fuUer detail amidst your own reflections. 
I could have wished, had the time permitted, 
to remind you that no teaching of pastor or 
schoolmaster, in church or school, can ever 
supersede this daily, hoxirly work of the parent. 
I woidd have shown you that all our teaching 
takes for granted this solid basis: that it is 
worthless, or next to worthless, without it ; that 
while we offer them the additional, perhaps 
more systematic, teaching of the day and Sun- 
day school, what we long for is to see the 
children who are with us in the school come 
here with their parents on the Lord's day, led, 
helped by them, in their devotions, thus wit- 
nessing to the care which is bestowed upon 
them in their homes. But I leave this that I 
may notice in conclusion the two objections 
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that may have occurred to you. It may be 
said that such training as this is at variance 
with the active business of life, which needs 
that the parent should be already striving, the 
child preparing to strive, with every energy 
of mind and body for position or fame, per- 
haps for very subsistence, in the present 
world. 

With the business of life so interpreted it is at 
variance. But whether the parent isreallyricher, 
who, in the great race of worldly competition, so 
fills up his own hours that time and thought alike 
are wanting for his children's training ; whe- 
ther the children have gained true riches and true 
happiness, when you have given them every 
advantage which secular learning and outward 
accomplishments can give, to the neglect of the 
" hidden man of the heart" — these are questions 
which can only be ftdly answered in that day 
when parent and child shall go together to 
claim the rewards of the heavenly inheritance. 
Yet the answer is not far to seek, even now. 
It is contained in our Lord's words (there are 
many who are acting in the spirit of these 
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words), " Labour not for the meat that perish- 
eth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which your heavenly Father 
giveth you ;" and again, " Seek first the king- 
dom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you." 

But do you say, further, that thus to train 
requires holiness in the parent ? . Yes, my bre- 
thren, we recognize the full force of this. It 
does require holiness; holiness to be able to 
speak as oneseK living in that invisible but 
august presence ; holiness to do more than 
speak, to give the Kving example for the child 
to copy. For the child imitates rather than 
learns. The shadows which are given off in 
the quiet daily intercourse of the home, are 
transferring themselves, with a more than pho- 
tographic faithfulness, to the prepared surface 
of the child's mind. And if there is no law 
of Christian action pervading that home, — no 
prayer in the family for the child to join in, — 
no law of love checking the unrighteous act, 
silencing the uncharitable speech, — no manifest 
obedience on the part of the parents to a higher 
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will even than theirs, it will be vain to speak of 
Christ and his work, or of Christ and his ex- 
ample. They will be listened to as a wondrous 
test, not received as the transforming power of a 
new life. There must then be holiness in the 
parent. 

But is this an objection to the training wo 
have been speaking of P an objection fix)m one 
who professes to have Christian hopes for 
himself? Alas! alas! what must these hopes 
then be P What hope can there be worthy of 
the name — what hope which will bear the 
trial of the great day — but that which rests on 
the work of Christ for us and in us, witnessed 
to by the daily, careful following of Him in 
newness of lifeP We do need, my beloved 
brethren, every test to try our hopes by here ; 
would that every parent among us would con- 
sent to take this test for himself, — Am I quali- 
fied, am I even qualifying myself, " to bring up 
my child in the nurture and admonition of the 
LordP" 
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Ephksians Ti. 5—8. 

" Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters aooord- 
ing to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your 
heart, as unto Christ ; not with eyesenrice, as menpleasers ; 
but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart ; with good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not 
to men : knowing that whatsoever good thing any man doeth, 
the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free." 

We have now advanced some way in the course 
we proposed to ourselves at the beginning of 
Lent. You will have observed, in each of the 
relations we have thus far considered— the wife 
— the husband — the child — the parent— the 
very broad distinction there is between those 
who do, and those who do not, regulate their 
life by the principles of the Gospel of Christ. 
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It is in truth the distinction which is all-deci- 
sive of our fiiture destinies. It begins now in 
the sharp clear line of demarcation between 
those who " have/' and those who " have not," 
the Spirit of Christ ; it ripens with the ripen- 
ing character of each ; grows, to ourselves im- 
perceptibly, to others perceptibly, wider as we 
near the goal, till it issues in the impassable 
"gulf of which our Lord speaks, fixed for 
ever between " the saved and the lost." 

Surely, surely, in the review of a subject 
such as this, the words of St. Paul must come 
home to ULS in aU their deeply significant bear- 
ing — "Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave 
himself for uls that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify to himself a peculiar 
people, zealous of good works." 

In no relation will the distinction be more 
clear than in that which we are now going to 
consider. The Christian Servant, 

The servant. For one moment let us pause 
on the threshold to note the word, and the 
feelings it calls up. 

There are those amongst uls to whom it will 
H 2 
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speak only of service rendered by others. It 
reminds ns of the children of the stranger, 
dwelling beneath our roof, fed at our table, en- 
trusted by us with the care of our children, or 
the custody of our goods ; it may be, faithftdly 
fulfilling the trust, commanding our admira- 
tion, contributing to our domestic peace, or it 
may, perhaps, be, vexing us with their miscon- 
duct, adding to our domestic cares. It may 
speak thus of service done. But to others we 
well know, it will speak of things far nearer to 
their own life's centre than this. There are 
servants here, I doubt not, this morning ; some 
who are servants, some who have been in time 
past ; some domestic servants, some working for 
others for hire ; or you have children, very dear 
to you, in service or preparing for it. The hopes 
and fears, the prospects or remembrances of a 
life, gather round that word "servant," and 
demand tenderness and respect at the preacher's 
hands. We shall not forget the claim, my bre- 
thren ; we remember that the lot of service has 
fallen upon a large, probably by far the largest 
part of the human family ; we know that that 
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lot bears upon it in some shape or other the 
impress of suflfering ; and we rejoice, therefore, 
that the light of Christ's teaching shines with 
a more than ordinarily clear light when point- 
ing out the pathway of safety to the Christian 
servant. 

Let us inquire at once what this is. 

The Christian servant will be ** peculiar," 
the Apostle teUs us, in three points. 
I. The service itself. 
II. Its motive. 

IIL Its reward. 

I. The service itself. It is real service. Not 
slavery, as it was when this Epistle was written, 
with absolute power in the master of life and 
death ; but undeviating obedience, Servants, be 
obedient to your masters according to the flesh ; 
or in the Colossians, " Obey in all things your 
masters." Now we well know the objections 
that may be taken to this. Why, it may be 
said, shoidd this be so? What pleasure can 
God have in subjecting us so completely to the 
will of another, that we are to obey his least 
command ? If God is a God of love, why does 
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He lay this yoke on the greater part of the 
human race ? It is the old question, my bre- 
thren, which has been before discussed by us *. 
There is the same old answer to be returned. 
He does it as the remedy for a diseased mil. 
Servitude, like sickness, like poverty, is part of 
the curse which has followed upon sin. It is 
one of the poisonous flowers which has sprung 
up unbidden in the soil of God's creation. What 
we have to do with is this, — ^that it is possible 
to extract from it day by day the honey which 
shall sweeten all the cup of suffering ; that out 
of the very curse as it lies upon you, you may 
wring the blessings which shall change the 
whole aspect of life here, and be fitting you 
for the blessed life above. Do you ask how ? 
Simply, by submission: simply, by believing 
that in some way or other submission mtist be 
learnt by the children of God ; that you might 
have had to learn it amidst the agonizing pain 
of continued sickness, or the pressure of some 
great sorrow, recurring to you again and again 
in life ; but that God, yoxir heavenly Father, has 
1 ** Christian XiOyalty.'' A Sermon. Rivingtons, 1858. 
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rather chosen in your case, to spread it over 
the surfiace of your daily life. 

Does this still seem hard ? then let us turn 
to our text again. We can never know the 
true necessity for these ordinances of obedience 
here, or the mercy of God in appointing them, 
till we see what the service of heaven is, and 
what it would be to present ourselves therewith 
our pride of heart unhumbled. But in the 
meanwhile, whatever can be given in the way 
of high inducement now is added by Him, for, 

II. Observe the motive to t/ie service. Ser- 
vants, be obedient to them that are your masters 
according to the flesh, mth fear and trembling, in 
singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; not 
mth eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the ser- 
vants of Christ, doing the mil of Ood from the 
heart; with good will doing service, as to the 
Lord, and not to men. 

Now let me ask you, my beloved brethren, is 
there one single thought which could present 
itself as a stumbling-block in the way of obe- 
dience, one single unworthy thought, that is, of 
God, which 13 not at once met and silenced 
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here P What is your thought ? Is it a thought 
of the humiliation there is in service? But 
what humiliation can there be in treading the 
self-same path that Christ has trod before? 
" He humbled himself and became of no repu- 
ta,tion, and took upon him the form of a ser- 
mnt" All his life was a life of service. " I 
am among you as he that serveth/* He said ; 
** The Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister." And in that service it 
was a life of unvarying obedience, "yea, though 
He were a Son, yet " He was content to " learn 
obedience by the things he suffered." Is there 
humiliation in service ? Nay, rather may there 
not be a dignity, a nobleness, the highest that 
earth can look to — ^the opportunity for closest 
resemblance to the man, Christ Jesus ? They 
are his own words to his disciples, " Whosoever 
would be chief among you let him be your 
servant" Is it a thought of constraint then ? of 
slavery in yielding forced obedience to the will 
of another? But what constraint when that 
other is Christ — Be obedient to your masters^ 
08 unto Christ; as to the Lord, and not to men — 
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when He who claims the obedience is the Lord 
who bought you with his blood, who, if you are 
his, is your life now, and will be your exceed- 
ing great reward P What " forced obedience " 
can there be when it is given willingly, cheer- 
ftdly, to the fellow-creature indeed, but only 
(while the flesh lasts) as the representative of 
HimP "Fear and trembling," the Apostle 
says, there is to be in the service, but not the 
trembling of the slave, not the fear of the 
earthly master ; it is the " fear and trembling" 
which he elsewhere speaks of as that in which 
we are to work out our salvation, the " fear " 
lest we should miss the will of Christ our Lord, 
the " trembling " lest doing so we should have 
received the grace of God in vain. 

Is it then, lastly, the thought of this world's 
interests that would cross your path ; of service 
willingly done, while the favour of the earthly 
master can be gained by it, but negligently, 
unfaithfully, at other times P You are lifted at 
once, here, into an atmosphere far above that 
region of grovelling anxieties. One eye is 
always upon you, your Lord's; one Master 
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always present, Christ. " Xot with eyeservice 
then as a manpleafler, but in singleness of 
heart '' yon are bidden to look to Him. The 
fevoor of the earthly master will probably come 
while you do so. It ia not a thing to be 
indifferent to, to be loved by those we serve. 
But it may or it may not. It ia enough that 
you are seeking to please Him in whose &vour 
is life ; that you are pressing steadily onwards 
to the enjoyment of his great reward. For, 

III. The retpard is sure. Knowing that 
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the satne 
shall he receive of the Lord, whether he be bond or 
free. When he shall receive it is explained in 
the ColossianSy '' knowing that of the Lord ye 
shall receive the reward of the inheritance.^^ In 
that great day, when the imequal distribution of 
lots is being equalized ; when '^ many that were 
first" are foimd to be ''last, and the last first;" 
when all who had looked for Christ amidst their 
earthly duties ; the rich who had seen Him in 
their poorer brethren, and had fed and clothed 
them ; the healthy who had seen Him in their 
sick brethren, and had visited them ; when all 
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are finding that what was done to them for his 
sake was really done to Him ; then the servant 
too, who in the earthly master had served Him, 
who amidst daily duties had looked for, and by 
faith had seen. Him that is invisible, will look 
upon Him face to face revealed in aU his glory. 
And no good thing that he once did, no cross 
that he patiently bore, no service that he 
cheerfully gave, no surrender of self-will that he 
made for conscience sake, will fail to receive its 
recompense. The life of the servant now, how 
common a thing it seems ! The life of the ser- 
vant then, how divine a thing it will appear, 
when it is found that it was the treasure-house 
in which to the Christian man or woman oppor- 
tunity was given, in aU its richest abundance, 
of " laying up treasure in heaven ! " 

Such is the Christian servant as he is repre- 
sented in the Gospel. Turn we now for a few 
moments to the practical application of the 
subject. We will apply it to *' service," as it 
too uncommonly exists among us. 

The intention of God, we cannot doubt, is 
that the Christian household should be the 
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miniature resemblance of the Christian king- 
dom, — the members bound together by the 
strong cord of love; the masters regarding 
servants as Philemon was charged to regard 
Onesimus, "a brother beloved in the Lord;" 
servants counting their masters " worthy of all 
honour, not despising them because they are 
brethren, but all the more doing them service 
because they are partakers of the benefit." 
There is somewhere or other a faidt in the 
carrying out of this intention. Doubtless we 
masters and mistresses have our share in it. 
This we shall inquire into on Friday. To-day 
we look for the servant's part. It is said by 
masters that there is an unwillingness in the 
servants of the present day to bear reproof; that 
spoken to, however kindly, for their faults, 
they "answer again;" that thus the true 
relation of obedience being once disturbed, 
the faidts remain uncorrected, the brotherly 
feeling of Christian love becomes impossible, 
servants are tolerated as a necessary evil in the 
family, rather than cherished as necessary and 
valued members of it. 
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It is urged by servants, as their own excuse 
for this, that they are blamed without reason ; 
that sharp words, angry words, are spoken to 
them ; and that it is no peirt of their duty to 
put up with these. 

But try this by the rule of Christian service. 
You serve the Lord Christ, you have to put 
aside the man or woman before you, and think 
only of Him. Is it his pleasure that there 
should be "the answer again P" however 
undeserved the rebuke, however hasty the 
language in which it may have been delivered, 
that there should be the outspoken word of 
disrespect or the cherished thought of sullen- 
ness ? Listen to the words of St. Peter in his 
first Epistle, the second chapter : " Servants, be 
subject to your masters with all fear ; not only 
to the good and gentle, but also to the Jroward" 
Why to these? Because here it is that the 
distinction of the Christian servant at once 
begiQS to appear. " For this is thankworthy, if 
a man for conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrongfully. ^^ It is no especial mark of 
the Christian spirit to be patient imder deserved 
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rebuke. "What glory is it, if, when ye be 
buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patient- 
ly ? but if^ when ye do tcell, and suffer for it, ye 
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God." 
And now mark the crowning reason, "For 
even hereunto were ye called: because Christ 
also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps : who did no 
sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: 
who yet, when he was reviled, reviled not 
again." "Exhort servants to be obedient to 
their own masters," is the direction of St. Paul 
to Titus, "not answering again.'* Let that 
passage of St. Peter be thought, pondered 
over, my beloved brethren, let it be imprinted 
on your memory, and I am persuaded that 
under undeserved reproof, how much more 
under the many which are merited, the ready 
" answer " would die away on the lips. " Not 
answering again" — this will always be one 
peculiarity in the practice of the Christian 
servant. 

It is said, again, that there is a disregard by 
servants of their master's interests, that in the 
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house there is waste and extrayagance, which 
if they were dealing with their own goods^ 
servants would not be guilty of; that abroad 
there is time wasted for which they are paid ; 
work done so negligently, that at every turn 
the master loses by the servant's want of faith- 
fulness. And worse than this, that too often, 
with female servants more especially, from the 
habit of dressing beyond their station, there is 
discontent with the wages they have agreed 
for, and the attempts therefore made to indulge 
their tastes by purloining, by secretly appro- 
priating under the name of perquisites, the 
goods entrusted to their care. 

But could this be if the spirit of Christian 
service were ruling and directing the life? 
Not with epeservice, as menpleasers ; but in sin- 
gleness of heart, as unto Christ; — could there 
be one single practice followed behind an em- 
ployer's back, which would not be dared to be 
avowed to his face, if there were the recollection 
of the true Master always present; of the 
one eye always watching; of the day, when 
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ereiT tecicc thing diaU be made knovn ; and 
wben, while dhefs are roniiiiig the levaid 
of the inheritaDce, '^ he that doeth wrong shall 
reoeiTe tor the wrong that he hadi done?'' 
Ifat pmrhimiikg^ M lAoKimg oU food Jidelihf^ is 
another peculiaritr in the practioe of the 
Christian servant. 

Once more. It is said that serrants take their 
places to keep them no longer than it sttit^ their 
own eontenienee, or than it seems impoaBible to 
get some higher wages ; that in the frequent 
changes of servants therefore, if for no other 
reason^ all the attachments which might arise 
are dried up at their sooree; that the bond 
becomes that hard iron bond of so much work 
to be done for so moch wages given, without a 
single elastic spring to yield where the yoke 
presses, or a single element of softness to inter- 
vene where the yoke would galL Is it so, my 
friends? I ask of you, the servants of this 
congregation, is it that you are thus your own 
worst enemies? that finding no true home 
among the strangers you live with, you come 
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and go, and the remembrance of you passes 
away P that you find yourselves at last, in the 
days of your broken strength, still friendless, 
still homeless, driven to the one refuge, the 
poorhouse ; so' that, as it appeared a few years 
since, when inquiry was made in a large 
London Union, some two-thirds of the inmates 
had passed their best days in domestic service P 
Is this indeed the case P Then it can only be 
by disbelieving that which I said before it was 
your first duty to believe, that your lot is 
of God's appointment, that your place in the 
vineyard of the Church will be careftdly chosen 
for you by the great Head, and that his will is 
that there you should fix yourself, and take root 
downwards, and bear fruit upwards, and under- 
go your trial of fitness for the Paradise above. 
Only let that direction be first sought from 
Him in earnest prayer ; and once received, let 
it be accepted with its sunshine and its shadows, 
its quiet joys and its crosses, and God will open 
to you there opportunities of serving Him. The 
time is not gone by, you will find, when ser- 

I 
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Tants can be trusted as EUezer, Abraham's 
steward, was, or can be instruments of salvation 
to their masters^ as the Jewish maid was to 
Naaman. It is to servants the direction is 
given, " adorning the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in all things." For servants especially, in the first 
instance, these words were added, " looking for 
that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of 
the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ." 

One other last word then. 

It is the example of Jesus Christ that is put 
before you to copy. It is easy to make an 
image in plaster or clay, it is not so easy to 
put life into it ; that can be done only by the 
breath of the Spirit of God. 

That Spirit then must be sought, sought 
where alone it can be, in earnest prayer. 

There must be prayer by your bedside. In 
the early morning, with that long day of work 
before you; in the late evening, when the 
wearied limbs are craving their rest, every 
temptation to omit the prayer for a day must 
be resisted. Besides this the few minutes will 



THE CHRISTIAN SERVANT. 115 

sometimes offer themselves during the day 
when you can shut to the door and pray in 
secret. 

There must be prayer even in the face of ridi- 
cule or opposition from fellow-servants. Did I 
say ridicule P Terrible reflection, my brethren, 
that it should be so! Most terrible of all 
thoughts, that man to man, fellow-servant to fel- 
low-servant, should act as the direct minister of 
the devU, to tempt a brother to his eternal ruin. 
Yet it may be even so. " It must needs be that 
offences come ; but woe to that man by whom 
the offence cometh ! Whoso offendeth (putteth 
a stone of stumbling before) one of these 
little ones that believeth in me, it were 
better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and that he were drowned in 
the depths of the sea." But in the face of this, 
if needs be, prayer must be offered; Christ 
must be confessed. 

Prayer too must be offered, and Christ con- 
fessed, h^re. Here, in the holy sacrament of which 
notice has just been given. He is confessed before 
men. Here the covenant is sealed with Him, the 
I 2 
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coveoBnt gifts bestowed. Nourished, fed, 
strengthened here, seeing Him here by fSedth 
as no where else toq can see Bim, you will go 
back to loc^ in his word and life for your 
example; and there ''beholding, as in a glass, 
the glory of the Lord, joa will be changed 
into the same image, from gloiy to glory, 
even as by the l^nrit of the Lord." 



SERMON VII. 



THE CHRISTIAN MASTER. 



Ephesians vL 9. 



'* And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening : knowing that your Master also is in heaven ; 
neither is there respect of persons with him." 

We hear mucli In the present day of the 
growing separation of classes^ and the evils 
attendant on it. It is well, perhaps, that we 
should recollect the difference between class 
separation and class estrangement. Class sepa- 
ration is the result of causes over which society- 
has little control. An advancing civilization 
necessarily draws the lines of distinction more 
sharply between thinkers and workers ; in many 
casesi from the subdivisions of labour, between 
the workers themselves. Class estrangement 
is the result of ignorance among the classes 
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one of another. The mutual dependence of 
each upon the other is not perceived, respect 
for the rights and feelings of each other va- 
nishes, mutual suspicion and distrust take 
their place, and in time become permanent 
and most unhealthy conditions of the social 
body. 

It is precisely at this point that the heal- 
ing action of Christianity is needed. It is the 
cement which, as the rents in the social edifice 
appear, imperceptibly introduces itself, and 
fills them up. It is the molten metal which, 
finding its way through every chink and cre- 
vice, hardens as it flows, and welds all together 
into one compact and solid mass. We saw, 
last Sunday, how it lays hold of and binds to 
itself the inferior relation — the servant. We 
have to-day to trace its action in the superior 
one— the master. 

The servant, you wiU remember, was to 
*' obey the master in the flesh, in all things," 
but to obey him in the Lord, "not with eye- 
service, that is, as a manpleaser, but in single- 
ness of heart, doing his service, as to the Lord 
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and not to man," looking for his reward from 
B[im. The master then is to do the same 
things to him; forbeanng threatening y know- 
ing that his Master is in heaven, neither is 
there respect of persons with him. " The 
same things/' that is, ruling on the self-same 
principle as the servant obeys, " in the Lord^ 
The master is to receive the authority, not for 
arbitrary purposes, but as a sacred trust com- 
mitted to him by Christ. He too is a servant ; 
Christ is his Master. He has received gifts 
from Christ to hold ; among them — ^the most 
precious — men or women, with hearts and im- 
mortal souls like his own, to do his bidding, to 
minister to his wants ; he is to use those gifts 
as a steward for Christ, ruling, as they obey, 
with eye fixed on Him ; taking care that they 
shall receive at his hands as he would receive 
at Christ's; and this in full view of the ac- 
coimt he has to give. Power is his trial, one 
of the most searching ones that man can be 
exposed to, as servitude is his servant's; if, 
when Christ comes, the servant who has done 
wrong in his place " shall receive for the wrong 
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done/' or be who lias done well, ''the lewaid 
of the inheritance^'* eqniHy so will that day 
be a day of strict reocnnpenae to the master. 
There is no respect o/penoms vitk kiau 

You will see then at <moe what the princqile 
is which is to be the oorrectiTe principle here. 
It is Christian love — that "royal law" of love 
which leads ns to do as we would be done by, 
to love our brother as ourselves. Our business 
to-day will be to trace this in detail through its 
several heads. 

But not till we have taken off our eyes for 
one moment to recollect where we are, and 
what the vantage-ground is from which we 
approach the subject to-day. 

We have been brought to-day ' face to £ace 
with the great closing act of our redemption. 
In Psalms, Gospels, and Lessons, the Lord 
Jesus Christ has been once more evidently set 
forth crucified among us. Old associations 
have been renewed; old sad memories have 
revived ; all but hardened hearts have listened 
with bitter anguish to that ever new, never 

1 Preached on Good Friday. 
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wearying, tale of the death and sufferings of 
the Son of man. Have we come here, my bre- 
thren, any one of us with high thoughts of our- 
selves, thoughts which would raise us, whether 
as denizens of this world, or as God's children, 
above our brethren P for the time at least those 
thoughts will have disappeared, cast down, 
left behind, at the cross of Christ. There is 
the record of our guilt and shame — ^it is the 
record of our common shame. We are brethren 
in sin ; we stand as brethren on the same deep 
level of humiliation before God. There is the 
birthplace of our new hopes ; they are common 
hopes, presented to all alike. The new, re- 
deemed, brotherhood of the human family is 
the great truth which, in the presence of the 
crucified Saviour, penetrates every outward dis- 
tinction of class, and binds us henceforth in one. 
There is the exhibition of the wondrous love of 
God; we hear Him say — ^no words at such a 
time can take a deeper hold on us than these — 
" A new commandment give I unto you. That 
ye love one another ; as I have loved you, that ye 
also love one another." And we go forth,— may 
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it not be hoped that we shall go forth ? — with 
the fountain of love renewed in our hearts, to 
seek for opportunities of showing it as He com- 
mands. The opportunity presents itself as we 
cross the threshold of our homes. For — ^to come 
now to our subject — the love of the Christiaii 
master will show itself, 

I. In caring for the ^ritual interests of the 
servant. For suppose that it were not so. 
There is an expression we sometimes hear, 
'' Religion is a matter between God and a man's 
own conscience ;'* and, applying it to servants, 
it is added, ^' it must rest there : so long as they 
do their duty, I have nothing to do with that." 
But is it so P Analyze that expression. It means, 
if it means any thing, that because religion 
takes its rise in the heart, it is to remain locked 
up there, brought out indeed on Sunday, or in 
secret before God, but at other times kept 
scrupulously in the background, as an opinion 
or set of opinions, which have nothing to do 
with the business of every day life. It means, 
as far as servants are concerned, that brought 
into the house of a master, often at the very 
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time when they have just left the watchful eye 
of a parent, and the friendly voice of a minister; 
preparing, like master, like mistress, for the 
judgment of the great day; in daily, hourly, 
peril of being hurried there; exposed mean- 
while to every kind of temptation which the 
tempter can bring against them ; with nothing 
to check them in the downward course of sin 
and of forgetfulness of God — ^nothing save the 
Spirit and Word of God ; there is no one in the 
house to which they have come to take the 
place of that parent, and sprinkle upon their 
daily life the salt which shall stay the moral 
corruption ! It means more than this ; — ^that 
pledged to great and responsible duties before 
God, and pledged to do them well, bound to 
obedience to their master in the flesh, for con- 
science sake to be honest, faithful, diligent, as 
always working under the eye of their Lord, 
there is to be nothing to remind them of that 
Lord; no religious teaching to tell them of 
Him ; no religious practices to be visible wit- 
nesses of his presence in the house. And yet 
servants are blamed for their neglect of duties ! 
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yet we hear sweeping complaints of the im- 
faithMness and the degeneracy of servants! 
But it is not here, I know, that the expression 
I have alluded to, would be used. I speak, I 
would fain believe, to those who accept the 
Christian responsibility with their servants, 
and who only seek to know the best mode of 
discharging it. And if the law of love which 
is before us leaves us in no doubt as to this ; if 
it bids us do as we would wish to have done, 
for our own children, or ourselves; then I 
think the least we should ask would be, that 
there should be the daily family prayer, with 
the reading of God's Word ; the day of rest 
kept for the servant, free from all imnecessary 
work ; their attendance at the house of God — 
not, with that spurious liberality which is but the 
thin disguise for indifference, left to their own 
choice, but — commanded, as Abraham "com- 
manded" his household ; and the opportunities 
taken, as God should give them, in times of 
sorrow and sickness, to speak to them in the 
words of the common faith. Time was when 
the mistresses of houses, at least, would regard 
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it as part of their daily duty to gather their 
maidens around them for teaching and reading. 
Of the good Lord Falkland's wife, in the time 
of Charles the First, it is said, " Her maids came 
into her chamber early every morning, and 
usually passed an hour with her, when she 
prayed, catechized, and instructed*.'* They 
were not the worse servants because they were 
thus dealt with. The time, it would seem, is 
coming when employers shall recognize some- 
thing of the same duty to their work-people. 
There are not wanting instances where some- 
thing of the patriarchal relation is being re- 
stored; where employers, not content with 
building churches for their work-people, and pro- 
viding them with clergy and Scripture readers, 
are giving their own personal labour — to visit 
and talk to them in their sickness, to bring them 
as brethren to the house of God, to show that 
whilst they are profiting by the toil of their 
thews and sinews, they would make them in 
return partakers of the heavenly treasures 
which they have learned to seek. It will be 
s Engluh ChuFchwomen of the 17th Century. 



126 THE CHRISTIAN MASTER. 

well for our country, my brethren, the first 
great step will be taken to the removal of class 
asperities, when employers of labour, whether 
on a large or small scale, shall use the influence 
which God has given them to promote the 
spiritual good of their work-people. But it 
will show itself again, 

II. In promoting their temporal good. None, 
I believe, but those whose daily bread has de- 
pended on their day's labour can fiilly estimate 
the importance which the question of wages as- 
sumes to the working class. It is their life ; who 
can blame them for attaching importance to it ? 
Certain it is that the Holy Ghost has not thought 
it beneath His care to make provision for it. 
In the Levitical law the most stringent rules 
were laid down for securing his rights to the 
hired servant'. "The day of the Lord" is 
said by Malachi to be " against them that op- 
press the hireling in his wages." St. James 
had caught the far-off soimds of coining judg- 
ment upon the rich — it is the " hire of labourers 
kept back by jfraud, which had entered into 

» Deut. XV. 12—16; xxiv. 14, 16. 
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the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth/* And in the 
parallel passage to our text, in the Colossians, 
it is distinctly specified, "Masters, give unto 
your servants that which is just and equal." 
It is not meant by this that the master is to 
impoverish himself to enrich the servant — there 
is justice to employers as well as employed : so 
far from this, the servants are to be ** content 
with the wages " they have agreed for : but it 
is meant that he should remember that his 
servant too has to live; that he should take 
care that he too shares in the prosperity of the 
master's house. 

Try by this, then, much that is going on in 
our own coimtry at the present time ; see the 
colossal fortimes in process of being amassed — 
the manufacturer, the merchant prince as he 
passes for, surroimding himself with every 
luxury which the eye of man can covet, or the 
palate of man can crave ; look then, if you can 
look, beneath the surface of that great pros- 
perity, at the toiling "hands" by which the 
wealth is brought together ; the needlewoman, 
in her attic, working for the pittance which 



128 THK CHRISTIAN MASTER. 

does but make the death by want a protracted 
instead of a speedy one ; the workman receiv- 
ing wages which barely provide food, do not 
provide clothing for himself and family ;— look 
on this picture and on that, the increasing wealth 
of the one, side by side with the increasing 
poverty of the other ; and there you know it is 
the utter absence of Christianity, or the substi- 
tution of some spurious imitation for it, that is 
causing the unnatural evil. True it is these 
are yet the exceptions, we would hope the in- 
frequent exceptions; true also that there are 
cases, such as those we have before alluded to, 
as remarkable for a directly opposite character; 
yet let us mark the evil tendency, and for our- 
selves, my Christian brethren, avoid it. As we 
would have prosperity at the hand of God, let 
us contribute to the prosperity of all who depend 
on us. Let there be, according to our means, 
the opportunity given to them of earning the 
fair livelihood in the present time ; of providing 
for sickness, or for old age ; if riches increase, 
let them share in it, rather than seek to make 
for ourselves a nest on high ; and, because the 
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tired body needs recreation, if we would save 
them from vicious amusements, let it be a part 
of our care to provide them with good and 
harmless ones ; with books if they will read ; 
with the occasional relaxation, which they will 
learn to value, if for nothing else, yet as the 
evidence that we think of them as men and 
women, with hearts and feelings like our own, 
not as the mere machines who work because 
they are paid, and are paid only that they may 
work. 

One other instance of this love. It will 
hear with the infirmities of servants. For- 
bearing threatening, says the Apostle. No 
doubt provocations will arise, daily provocations, 
to master or mistress. Faults may present 
themselves which may have often before been 
reproved. It is human to feel anger; to ex- 
press the anger in words, and threats of speedy 
dismissal. But words sink deep; threats for- 
gotten by the one are treasured up by the 
other. There is the angry discontented feeling 
engendered. The servant, like the child who 
is " provoked to anger," is ** discouraged." It 
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is human to threaten then ; it is divine to for- 
bear threatening. For another thought is pre- 
sented to us, if we are Christian masters — our 
own often infirmities, the treatment they meet 
with from our Master in heaven. He " forgives 
us all that debt ;" if we live in the daily sense 
of that forgiveness, we cannot take our brother 
by the throat and claim from him the uttermost 
farthing. Another example meets our eye, the 
example which we have read of to-day. Borne 
down by the weight of his coming sorrows, the 
Son of man goes for a while with his servants 
to the place of usual resort. He leaves them to 
watch, to give Him notice of coming danger, 
while He goes apart to pray. Again and 
again He comes and finds them sleeping! 
Does He threaten? in the face of that great 
danger, and that palpable breach of trust, does 
He revile them for their neglect ? No words 
escape Him but the words of gentle remon- 
strance, " What ! could ye not watch with me 
one hour ?'' He knew that the spirit was will- 
ing, it was the flesh that was weak. 

My brethren, there are willing spirits amongst 
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US now: we must bear with the weak flesh. 
It is a noble sight which you may sometimes 
see, a Christian man in pubKc life preserving 
his self-control amidst taunts, or ridicule, or 
unjust accusations, by "the power of meek- 
ness " converting enemies into friends, " over- 
coming evil with good." But it was not in 
public life that power was gained. Follow 
him to his home, you would find that there, 
amongst dependants and children, there was 
the recollection of the ever-present Saviour ; 
the eflFort to be, in outward manner as in inward 
disposition, what he would wish that others 
should be to him ; forbearing threatening, knomng 
that he too has a Master in heaven, that he " shall 
have judgment without mercy, who hath 
showed no mercy,'' and that there is no respect 
of persons mth him. 

And here I might leave the subject to your 
own reflections. But there is a part of it in- 
vested in our own town with a more than 
usually painful interest which we dare not alto- 
gether pass over, — the condition of our younger 
female servants. 

k2 
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I have spoken of the parental relation to 
them of the master or mistress. None but 
parents can understand the feelings of solici- 
tude and affection which gather round the 
young servants as they leave their home in the 
country village to come to their first place in 
the neighbouring town. They are every whit 
as dear to their parents as our children to us. 
They leave behind them the treasured recol- 
lections of their early infancy and later child- 
hood; they carry with them the hopes, the 
pure, bright hopes of opening womanhood. 
Trace them as we have lately had to trace 
them in our pastoral work, in three separate 
instances, a little further down the stream, 
when a few months, in one case but a few 
weeks, have passed over their heads. My bre- 
thren, I cannot foUow the steps of that down- 
ward career here. I cannot tell you of the 
progress from temptation to sin, to the blight 
of every fair promise, and the wreck of every 
fair hope which their life presented. It must 
suffice to say that if there is one haunt of in- 
famy lower than another, one degree of shame 
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more vile than another, there, in those circum- 
stances, we have found them. To appeal to 
the hearts and consciences of those who are 
their tempters, we may not be able. To speak 
to them, as we might many of us wish to do, in 
the words of earnest and affectionate entreaty ; 
to remind them of their own homes — of the 
mothers that bore them, of the sisters that 
have grown up with them, for whose purity 
they are jealous with all a brother's jealousy ; 
to tell them that the flower which they so ruth- 
lessly pluck, and then so mercilessly cast aside, 
will soon be found withered and worthless, 
trampled in the dust by the rude, unpitying 
crowd ; and, if this be ineffectual, to remind 
them that the day of stem retribution for this 
grievous wrong will surely come — it may be in 
this world, in years of unavailing regret, in 
domestic sorrows repaid fourfold into their own 
bosom, it may be in the countless ages of 
eternity — only, here or hereafter, certain; as 
certain as the truth of Kim who has spoken 
the awful words, "It must needs be that 
offences come; but woe to that man by 
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whom the offence cometh !" and again, " Who- 
so shall offend one of these little ones which 
believe in me, it were better for him that 
a millstone were hanged about his neck, and 
he cast into the depths of the sea;" — for all 
this the opportunity may not be given us. 
Our duty lies closer at hand. I would gladly 
hide these things from your eyes; but they 
exist: these are no solitary cases; they must 
be known, that they may be guarded against ; 
and the precautions on our part are clearly in- 
dicated. They come to us as children, as chil- 
dren they must be watched over: no liberty 
given to them which we would not give to our 
own daughters ; no sending them into the 
streets after nightfall ; no unrestrained permis- 
sion of going abroad at other times ; they are 
placed under the shelter of our roofs, no pro- 
vocations, however great, must tempt us to 
deprive them of that shelter by those sudden 
dismissals which leave them friendless in the 
streets of a strange town. They are dependent, 
above all, for their safety on their own prin- 
ciples, on their coutiivvung in the things they 
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have been taught in their childhood, and thus 
securing the power and help of their Saviour ; 
then for this, if for no other reason, their reli- 
gious instruction must be cared for by us. In 
each servant that waits upon us there is an im- 
mortal soul, on its trial, committed to us for a 
while — happy will it be for us, if, when our 
account is given up, we can say as He our 
great example said, " Of these whom thou hast 
given me,'' by my own neglect " I have lost 
none." 



THE END. 
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